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THE END OF AN ERATHE END OF AN ERA
Jacobs, Fry moving on nicely afterJacobs, Fry moving on nicely after

an incredible run on the icean incredible run on the ice

They say that breaking up is hard to do.
But sometimes it can be easy, simply be-

cause it just makes good sense, and in the end 
everybody is, if not content, at least satisfied. Both 
sides know they needed to part ways.

And so we’ll see this curling season 
whether Ryan Fry’s departure from skip 
Brad Jacobs and his celebrated team 
from Sault Ste Marie, Ont., will net them 
both continued success and happy times 
on the ice. But for sure the breakup of the 
2014 Olympic gold-medal champions 
at the end of last season was mutual and 
came to an amicable end.

As it should, considering they were 
all good buddies. After spending seven 
years together in close quarters, travel-
ling from event to event across Canada 
and the world, skip Jacobs, third E.J. 
Harnden, lead Ryan Harden and Fry, 
their sharp-shooting third, created bonds 
for life and some amazing success.

But as someone once famously said, 
all good things must come to an end.

“Ryan called me up after the Brier. We had a con-
versation that basically consisted of us both agree-
ing that everyone needs a fresh start and the shelf 
life of our team had been reached,” Jacobs said. “It 
was time for everyone to hit the refresh button. This 

is exactly what all four of us needed.”
If the early results are any indication, the breakup 

didn’t hurt either side. Jacobs replaced Fry with St. 
Albert’s Marc Kennedy, a former world and Olympic 

champion who has come out of retire-
ment, and has hardly missed a beat.

The revamped squad has been a 
force on tour this fall, winning the  Tour 
Challenge, Stu Sells Toronto Tankard, 
the KIOTI Tractor Tour Challenge, and 
a runner-up result at the Shorty Jenkins 
Classic.

No one should be surprised. The four-
some captured the Canada Cup last De-
cember with Kennedy as a substitute.

Fry, meanwhile, has fit in wonder-
fully well as the new third for Toronto’s 
John Epping, who has won twice on the 
tour this fall.

Jacobs and Epping are among the 
seven men’s teams battling for big 
money, and the first berth into the 2021 
Tim Hortons Roar of the Rings Trials, 
this week at the Home Hardware Can-

ada Cup in Leduc. The two teams collide Thursday 
evening and it will be interesting to see the dynamics 
on the ice.

SEE BREAKUP, OPPOSITE PAGETeam Jacobs enjoyed a lot of success together.

BRAD JACOBS

DAVE
KOMOSKY
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FIRST

Epping, one of the bright lights in Cana-
dian men’s curling and touted to win big time 
down the road, says Fry has been a big con-
tributor to his early success.

“He’s got experience and he brings in 
great vibes,” said Epping. “And shotmaking. 
He’s really good, too. He’s a great guy to be 
around.”

Epping says although they never curled 
together before, the two men have been long-
time friends.

“A lot of people don’t know that about us,” 
said Epping. “It’s a really easy fit for me. He 
(Fry) had wanted a change and we had talked 
in previous years about potentially playing 
together at some point, and it just seemed like 
the right time for both of us. It’s been a great 
start. We’ve been pretty solid for the first two 
months.”

Fry has enjoyed the change too.
“I feel it’s worked out exactly like we 

expected it to,” he said. “We’re a very com-
petitive team and we’ve had a good start to 
the season. Now the bigger tournaments start 
coming, so you see how well you get playing 
through December to April. That’s where ev-
erything counts. So far, so good. I’d give us a 
pretty good passing grade.”

Fry says he remains good friends with the 
Jacobs team. So good that all the members of 
the team showed up for Fry’s wedding this 
summer in Jamaica.

 “We had something special there that ce-
mented friendships for a long time,” said Fry. 
“Obviously we’re not as close as we once 
were because we’re not on the road together 
for 120 days a year, but the bond is still there, 
for sure.”

There are many reasons for breakups. 
Some are mutual, some are not. People 

change, things happen. And they certainly did 
for the Jacobs/Fry combo.

In this case, it all started to go south when 
Fry, playing as a substitute, was involved in a 
well-publicized incident while curling in the 
Red Deer Classic. Fry, along with teammates 
Jamie Koe, Chris Schille and DJ Kidby were 
disqualified for unsportsmanlike behaviour.

Uncertaintly about Fry’s future with the 
Jacobs team began to ramp up soon after.

Eventually the cracks appeared. A mutal 
decision to move on came after Fry called Ja-
cobs at the end of last season to talk about the 
future and, ultimately, it was splitsville.

 And so ended one of the great runs in Ca-
nadian curling history.

Fry, 41, who had made his bones play-
ing for luminaries such as Newfoundland 
and Labrador’s Brad Gushue and Mani-
toba’s Jeff Stoughton, joined Jacobs in 
2012 to form one of the most formidable 
lineups in the world. It was inevitable that 
they should click, and they did, winning the 
Tim Hortons Brier in 2013, a silver at the 
world championship and Olympic gold at 
the 2014 Sochi Games.

They also were a force on the tour, win-
ning the Players’ Championship in 2015 and 
adding three more Grand Slam titles. Times 
were good.

But then along came controversy, a break-
up and a fresh start.

The move to bring Fry aboard was not 
without its controversies for Epping. To ad-
just for Fry, Epping moved Matt Camm from 
third to second, while Brent Laing slid over 
from second to play lead.

That meant something had to give, and the 
team had to part ways with Craig Savill who 
had been throwing lead rocks.

Breakup
FROM PAGE 2

https://www.sentinel.ca
https://www.curling.ca/about-curling-canada/sponsorship-and-corporate-partners/
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Chelsea Carey will count her two Canadian women’s curling 
championships as her most thrilling moments in sports, but 
close behind is the Winnipeg Blue Bombers winning the 

Grey Cup championship earlier this month.
That’s because Carey is a big, big Blue Bombers fan, and has 

been since she was six years old living in Winnipeg and barely old 
enough to know what football was.

“Big Bombers fan. Forever,” she said. “I still remember watching 
them win in 1990, the last time they won. I don’t remember much detail, 
I was just a kid at the time, but I remember jumping up and down on 
the couch when they won. I remember being at my parents house at 
the time,” she said, shortly after walking off the ice with her first win 
Wednesday at the Home Hardware Canada Cup at Sobey’s Arena in the 
Leduc Recreation Centre.

Carey was jumping up and down again, this time as a 35-year-old, 
two time Canadian champion as she witnessed the Bombers’ dominant 
Cup victory over the Hamilton Tiger-Cats at McMahon Stadium.

“Thrilled,” she said.
Carey is no casual fan. She knows the players, past and present, and 

speaks passionately about them. She says she attended “tons and tons” 
of games in Winnipeg when she was growing up, most of them at the 
old Winnipeg Stadium. As a youngster she went with either her mom or 
dad, and later with friends from high school or university.

SEE BOMBERS ,OPPOSITE PAGE

She’s true to her blueShe’s true to her blue
Carey had a blast watching Bombers end Grey Cup drought

By DAVE KOMOSKY
Morning Cup Editor

Chelsea Carey (bottom left) together with the Blue Bombers faithful at the Grey Cup game.
Photo courtesy twitter@chelseacarey

https://ambrosiaapples.ca
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DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE!
Get your 2020 Men of Curling Calendar while quantities last.

Order today: menofcurling.ca

Every calendar purchased will support Curling 
Canada’s philanthropic youth programs.

2443 Ellwood Dr. SW, Edmonton, AB T6X 0J6   780.485.9472

edmonton15.minutemanpress.ca

““
Big Bombers fan. Forever. I still 
remember watching them win in 1990, 
the last time they won. I was just a kid 
at the time, but I remember jumping up 
and down on the couch when they won.

  — Chelsea Carey

Thank You
TO OUR PARTNERS OF THE 2019 HOME HARDWARE CANADA CUP OF CURLING

“It was a night out on Thursday or Friday,” she 
said.

Carey suffered, like the rest of loyal Blue 
Bomber fans, as the Bombers struggled year after 
year, failing to win the Cup. The drought stretched 
29 years until they finally broke through this year.

“I particularly felt it the year (2007) the Bombers 
went to the Cup but (quarterback) Kevin Glenn got 
hurt. I believed they could have won it that year if he 
could have played. I also feel badly for Milt Stegall 
(her favourite Bomber of all-time) who was so loyal to 
the Bombers but never won a Cup.”

But that was then and this is now. The Bombers 
victory was orchestrated by quarterback Zack Collaros 
who was only playing his fourth game with the team 
after being acquired late in the season.

“Once I saw him play the last game of the 
regular season I though maybe we have a chance 
here if he keeps playing like that.” 

Carey hadn’t expected to attend the game in 
Calgary where she now lives after moving from 
Winnipeg several years ago.

“Until they were in it (Grey Cup game) I 
hadn’t expected to be going. I had expected to 
be preparing for this event,” she said. “But we 
didn’t get here (Leduc) as early as we thought, so I 
thought ‘maybe I should get a ticket.’”

Carey posted on social media asking if anybody 
had an extra ticket and, lo and behold, an old buddy 
from Winnipeg texted her to say they had an extra 
ticket.  Carey attended the game with a group of 
friends from her old hometown.

Carey’s focus is now on the Home Hardware 
Canada Cup, and as the defending Scotties 
Tournament of Hearts champion she knows she has 
a target on her back.

“It’s so hard to win one, never mind two in a 
row,” she said.

Bombers
FROM PAGE 4

https://www.curling.ca/foundation/
https://edmonton15.minutemanpress.ca
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Exceeding expectation.

We’re a proud partner of the 2019 Home Hardware 
Canada Cup, and the Payworks Future Stars program 
is just one of the ways we’re paying it forward.

Locally Invested

Community
Minded

Lifetime
Membership

Benefits

Defending women’s champion Jennifer Jones 

had a rough opening day with two losses.
Robyn Silvernagle was in full voice Wednesday.

https://www.payworks.ca
https://www.leducco-op.crs/sites/leduc/
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Defending champ rocked by two losses
No need to panic: Jones
Day 1 of the 2019 Home Hardware 

Canada Cup contained its fair share 
of drama and at the forefront is the 

winless record of two-time defending cham-
pion Jennifer Jones of Winnipeg.

The veteran skip, who has won the 
championship four times in its’ 14-year his-
tory, lost both her games Wednesday, falling 
9-6 to Casey Scheidegger’s Lethbridge 
team skipped by Cheryl Bernard in the 
morning and being stunned by a five-ender 
in the afternoon that gave Kerri Einarson 
and her Gimli, Man., team a 10-5 victory.

“It’s just missing the wrong shots at the 
wrong time,” said Jones, who also won the 
event in 2007 and 2011. “But there’s more 
games to play so we’ll come out and see 
what we can do.”

It’s not the first time Jones, third 
Kaitlyn Lawes, second Jocelyn Peter-
man and lead Dawn McEwen have been 
off the pace in the early goings so there’s 
certainly no panic setting in.  

“You never want to lose back-to-back 
games,” said Jones, who figures that in her 
long, illustrious career she’s probably been 
in a similar spot and still came out a win-
ner. “It’s a tough field, I think everybody’s 
going to beat everybody out there, so we’ll 
just come out and plug away.”

The score against Einarson was mislead-
ing for the 2014 Olympic champion, who 
also has two world championship and six 
Scotties Tournament of Hearts titles to her 
credit. Jones led 3-1 after two ends and the 
teams were tied 5-5 in the eighth. But Ein-
arson erupted for a five-ender in the eight to 
end the game.

 “Usually you have to make a big (shot) 
to get a five,” said Einarson. “When Jenn’s 
rock came to a rest we knew it was lined 
up … and we made it for five. We started a 
little slow, just trying to learn the ice, it’s a 
little tricky. Once we caught on and figured 
out the path then we got better as the game 
went on.”

Until the five-ender it was a competitive 
game although Jones wasn’t pleased about 
giving up two deuces that allowed Einarson 
to overcome the early deficit.

“We just put our rocks in a couple of bad 
spots, and they got a couple of deuces on 
us that were unfortunate for us,” said Jones. 
“We just didn’t make enough shots when we 
had to. We won’t lose any sleep over this. 

We’ll 
just come back tomorrow, go out and play 
well and see what happens.”

Meanwhile, Rachel Homan, 2017 world 
champion and three-time winner of the Tim 
Hortons Brier, had a strong early perfor-
mance but couldn’t maintain the momentum 
in the afternoon. Homan and her Ottawa 
foursome of third Emma Miskew, second 
Joanne Courtney and lead Lisa Weagle, 
scored three in the eight end to beat Robyn 
Silvernagle of North Battleford, Sask., 8-5 
in the morning but stumbled early in the 
afternoon and lost 6-4 to reigning Scotties 
Tournament of Hearts champion Chelsea 
Carey of Calgary.

“We had a good start, but there’s a lot 
of tough teams ahead and we have to keep 
playing our best,” said Homan was down 
4-1 to Carey after five ends.

“You know you have to be the best 
against them, so maybe you have to come 
out with a bit of an edge,” said Carey. 
“That’s always a game you mark on the 
calendar. You know it’s going to be a tough 
one, so first draw, we don’t mind that. It 
gets you into it right away. The win’s a 
bonus.”

Bernard, the 2010 Olympic silver medal-
list who came out of retirement to skip 
the Scheidegger team last week and again 

this week, said the first-draw victory was a 
bonus.

“First game of an event is always tough; 
the ice is a little tricky and it’s green so 
you’re trying to figure it out. We learned a 
little bit about some rocks, we learned what 
we were going to do with draw weight and 
how to release it, so win or lose I think you 
come out of it with some good info.

“You really hate starting with a loss, but 
you know it’s going to be a long week.”

They made it a touch easier with a 7-1 
eight-end win over Einarson in the evening 
that left them tied for top spot at 2-0 with 
Tracy Fleury of Winnipeg who beat Carey 
10-5 in draw two. Carey, Einarson and 
Homan sit at 1-1 with Silvernagle and Jones 
at 0-2.

Kerri Einarson gives it the ol’ body English on Wednesday.

By JOHN KOROBANIK
Morning Cup Associate Editor

WOMEN
Team Scheidegger 2 0Team Fleury 2 0Team Carey 1 1Team Einarson 1 1Team Homan 1 1Team Silvernagle 0 2Team Jones 0 2

STANDINGSSTANDINGS



The Chevelles live Rock n’ Roll performances have been entertaining cities and communities across Canada for well over 18 years. 
Every show they create is aimed at making each party a night to remember, and filling the dance floor with universally appreciated 
hits from the dawning of Rock n’ Roll and each unique decade afterwards. This completely live entertaining four piece band was 
strategically created by drummer T.T. Chevelle. His intention was to bring back the Explosive Dynamic Power and Excitement of the 
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Fans & Autographs
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28th

12:30 pm  Carey, Jacobs
    5:30 pm  Homan, Scheidegger, Dunstone

The top teams in the country will be here for  
the 2019 Home Hardware Canada Cup.  
And they’ll be on hand for autographs  
and photos with you at the PATCH! 

Sessions are 45 minutes.
*  Bring along something  

to get some autographs!

DUNSTONE

THE PATCH IS LOCATED IN THE CO-OP FIELDHOUSE AND IS CASHLESS – SO MAKE SURE YOU HAVE YOUR DEBIT OR CREDIT CARD ON HANDJOIN US FOR FIVE DAYS & NIGHTS OF MUSIC, GAMES, PRIZES, FOOD, AND — OF COURSE — EVERYONE’S FAVOURITE BARLEY NECTAR

PRESENTED BY

PartyParty
 at the
PatchPatch

& ON FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT…
WEAR YOUR FAVOURITE HEELS

AND PARTY WITH
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For a list of participating businesses, visit 
mainstreetleduc.com/sport-tourism

Bring this ad and receive 
10% off your entire purchase. 
Discount cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

10%
off

LINESCORESLINESCORES
Draw 1 — 9 a.m.

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  Total 
Team Silvernagle 0 0 1 0 2 0 1 0 1 x  —    5
Team Homan  *0 1 0 2 0 2 0 3 0 x  —    8

Team Jones 0 0 2 0 2 0 1 0 1 0  —    6
Team Scheidegger *2 1 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 1  —    9

Draw 2 — 2 p.m.

Team Homan 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0  —    4
Team Carey *1 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 1  —    6

Team Jones 0 3 0 1 0 0 1 0 x x  —    5
Team Einarson *1 0 2 0 0 2 0 5 x x  —    10

Team Silvernagle *0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 x x  —    3
Team Fleury 1 0 3 2 2 0 1 4 x x  —    13

Draw 3 — 7 p.m.

Team Scheidegger *1 0 0 1 0 4 1 x x x  —    7
Team Einarson 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 x x x  —    1

Team Fleury *4 0 2 0 2 0 2 x x x  —    10
Team Carey 0 2 0 2 0 1 0 x x x  —   5
* — Last rock

N e x t  g a m e
 C a r e y
 H o m a n  
 Scheidegger 
 Silvernagle 
 F l e u r y  
 E i n a r s o n  
 Silvernagle 

WOMENWOMEN
 W L
S c h e i d e g g e r  2  0
F l e u r y  2  0
C a r e y  1  1
E i n a r s o n  1  1
H o m a n  1  1
S i l v e r n a g l e  0  2
J o n e s  0  2

Home Hardware Canada Cup statistics

Tracy Fleury throws on target.

https://mainstreetleduc.com/sport-tourism
http://www.onefm.ca
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BrigadeBucket BrigadeBucket BrigadeBucket Brigade
3RD END BREAK  |  7 P.M. GAME

SATURDAY, NOV. 30

Supporting youth curling programs across Canada

Brigade
 END BREAK  |  7 P.M. GAME

BrigadeBrigadeBrigadeBrigade

LINESCORESLINESCORES
Draw 1 — 9 a.m.

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  Total 
Team Epping *0 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 1 0  —    7
Team Koe  0 0 2 0 3 1 1 0 0 1  —    8

Team Gushue *0 1 0 0 2 0 1 0 x x  —    4
Team Bottcher 1 0 0 3 0 4 0 2 x x  —    10

Draw 2 — 2 p.m.

Team Gushue *0 2 0 2 0 1 0 2 0 2  —    9
Team Dunstone 0 0 2 0 1 0 2 0 2 0  —    7

Team Howard *0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 x  —    3
Team Jacobs 0 0 0 3 0 0 2 0 1 x  —    6

Draw 3 — 7 p.m.

Team Bottcher *0 2 0 0 0 2 0 5 x x  —    9
Team Howard 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 x x  —    3

Team Koe *2 0 0 3 0 4 0 0 2 x  —   11
Team Jacobs 0 2 2 0 1 0 1 1 0 x  —    7

Team Dunstone 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 1 x x  —    4
Team Epping *2 1 0 0 0 4 1 0 x x  —    8

* — Last rock

N e x t  g a m e
 H o w a r d
 D u n s t o n e  
 E p p i n g  
 G u s h u e  
 D u n s t o n e  
 J a c o b s  
 K o e  

MENMEN
 W L
K o e  2  0
B o t t c h e r  2  0
G u s h u e  1  1
E p p i n g  1  1
J a c o b s  1  1
D u n s t o n e  0  2
H o w a r d  0  2

Home Hardware Canada Cup statistics
BRENDAN
BOTTCHER

https://www.investorsgroup.com/en
https://www.curling.ca/foundation/
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Brad Gushue has one of curling’s most impres-
sive winning records. Conspicuous by its 
absence is a Home Hardware Canada Cup 

championship.
Curling out of the Bally Haly Golf and Country 

Club in St. John’s, NL, Gushue’s 16-year resume 
includes the 2006 Olympic gold medal, 2017 world 
championship and back-to-back wins in the Tim 
Hortons Brier, 2017-18. But in 10 appearances in the 
Home Hardware Canada Cup his team has a com-
bined 26-34 record and has finished with a winning 
record only four times.

So after a shaky start in the opening draw Wednes-
day morning in the 2019 Home Hardware Canada 
Cup — a 10-4 loss to Brendan Bottcher of Edmonton 
— Gushue, third Mark Nichols, second Brett Gallant 
and lead Geoff Walker knew it was vital to rebound in 
the afternoon draw.

“In the 16 years of so that I’ve been playing the 

Canada Cups this is the deepest field I’ve ever seen,” 
Gushue said after scoring two in the 10th end to get past 
Matt Dunstone of Regina, 9-7. “Usually when you come 
into this there’s one or two teams you know that, they 
could beat you, but they’re not going to win the event. 
Every team here has the capability to win the event.

“It’s going to be a grind. Whoever comes through 
this is certainly going to have to earn it and they’re 
going to have some tight games and maybe even a 
couple of losses. So that’s why, the loss this morn-
ing, we couldn’t think about that too much, we had 
to move on because 5-1 or 4-2 will get you into the 
playoffs.”

Gushue remains in the thick of the hunt for playoff 
berths at 1-1 with only two teams unbeaten at 2-0 after 
the first day — Kevin Koe of Calgary and Bottcher.

Koe beat defending champion Brad Jacobs of 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., 11-7 in the evening draw while 
Bottcher beat Glenn Howard of Penetanguishene, 
Ont., 9-3. Gushue, John Epping of Toronto and Jacobs 
are at 1-1 while Howard and Dunstone are 0-2.

CONTINUED OPPOSITE PAGE

By JOHN KOROBANIK
Morning Cup Associate Editor

Gushue says winner will have to earn it

‘It’s going‘It’s going
to be a grind’to be a grind’

MEN
Team Koe 2 0

Team Bottcher 2 0

Team Gushue 1 1

Team Epping 1 1

Team Jacobs 1 1

Team Dunstone 0 2

Team Howard 0 2

STANDINGSSTANDINGS

BRAD
GUSHUE

Brendan Bottcher
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In the morning draw Gushue gave up three 
in the fourth and four in the sixth to lose to 
Bottcher. The veteran skip felt he was throwing 
well but had difficulty figuring out the rocks.

“I was struggling and that effected the confi-
dence a bit in the second game,” he said. “But I 
made a lot of good shots. I had a hog-line viola-
tion, which is the first time I think since I was in 
juniors. Other than that I thought I played good, 
the guys played good, certainly a much better 
performance than it was this morning.”

Still, after giving up two big ends to 
Bottcher he gave up three deuces to Dunstone 
that kept the Saskatchewan foursome in the 
game and ultimately forced Gushue to score in 
the 10th for the win.

“One was the hog-line violation,” he said of 
the deuces. “We had a four set up there, I must 
have touched (the rock) again. When you’re up 
by two you’re trying to make sure you don’t 
give up a three and we’re probably being a little 
too careful and just giving them a two. But they 
made some good shots to get the deuces.”

Going forward Gushue said his team can 
probably play more aggressive, but with a cer-
tain amount of caution as well.

“You can (be aggressive) but it’s hard to be 
real precise, it’s curling so much,” he said. “The 
rocks aren’t as good as the usual (Canada Cup) 
ones … you have to make sure you match the 
path to the rocks so it’s not as easy as it would 
be with the other set. You just don’t want to 
have to put a rock in a pinpoint position because 
there’s just so much curl that getting there is a 
challenge.”

Gushue plays John Epping in Thursday’s 
fifth draw and meets Glenn Howard of the 
Penetanguishene Curling Club in the evening’s 
sixth draw.

 

Toronto’s John Epping split his opening two games Wednesday.

http://www.ineedpins.com
https://shop.curling.ca
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“I’m not 
commiting 
myself to 
these guys 
if I have to 
quit after 
the first 
year. 

 — Marc Kennedy

For Marc Kennedy, the decision to 
end his one-year sabbatical from 
competitive curling and join the 

Brad Jacobs team – a long-time rival 
– came down to two major issues: his 
health and his family.

The 37-year-old St. Albert, Alta., 
native sat out the 2018-19 season — 
except for the Home Hardware Canada 
Cup — to heal a bothersome and pain-
ful hip but is back this year full-time 
with Jacobs and his Sault Ste. Marie, 
Ont., team.

“There were two big things,” Ken-
nedy said of his decision. “Number one 
there was my health. I’m not commit-
ting to these guys if I have to quit after 
the first year. Am I ready to do a three-
year run at my best? That was the most 
important part.”

The three-year run is the lead-up to Olympics and a possible 
chance to add a second Games gold medal to his impressive resume 
that already includes an Olympic gold medal, two world champion-
ships and three Tim Hortons Brier titles.

Back in theBack in the

Kennedy clears all the hurdles
to take another run with Jacobs 

GAMEGAME JOHN
KOROBANIK
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CURLING FANS  
GET CLOSER  

LIVE.

SINGLE DRAW TICKETS FROM $19.50  
BUY TICKETS NOW AT CURLING.CA

2019 HOME HARDWARE CANADA CUP 
NOV. 27–DEC. 1 | SOBEY'S ARENA

“Number two was making sure I had my 
family support to do it. Last, but not least, 
was the experience I had with them in Estevan 
(2018 Home Hardware Canada Cup that they 
won). If I hadn’t played with them in the 
Canada Cup it would have been a harder deci-
sion. But knowing how well we got along and 
the chemistry … it certainly helped me make 
that decision

“So I felt healthy enough and my family 
said go ahead and at that point it became a 
pretty easy decision.”

After the year of rehabbing his hip, Ken-
nedy is confident he has the problem under 
control and has the necessary tools to maintain 
a healthy body.

“There’s always going to be a little bit of 
issue, there’s always going to be wear and 
tear,” he said. “You can’t throw as many rocks 
as I’ve thrown without having some damage in 
there. But the key was getting it under control 
and getting the areas around it stronger, and 
giving it rest.”

In an effort to continue his curling career, 
and hopefully avoid hip replacement surgery 
– like his former skip Kevin Martin required a 
few years back – Kennedy has a pocketful of 
new techniques to protect the damaged part of 
his hip.

“I have to be careful with how many rocks 
I throw, how often I practice … the more I 
play the more I throw, the more I’m out on the 
ice, the more problems I’m going to have. So 
I have to be careful and improve the quality of 
my practices.”

Kennedy was named the greatest Cana-
dian male second in history in a TSN poll of 
broadcasters, reporters and top curlers last 
year so Jacobs knew he was getting a more 
than adequate replacement for Ryan Fry. What 
Kennedy didn’t know, was how he would be 
welcomed into the tightly knit threesome of 
Jacobs and the Harnden brothers — E.J. and 
Ryan — who have played together for more a 
decade and have an Olympic and Brier cham-
pionship of their own.

He admits he went in with some precon-
ception, given the Team Jacobs reputation as 
an intense, emotional group of fitness fanat-
ics. He was pleasantly surprised by what he 
discovered.

“I was blown away that it was the op-
posite” of what he anticipated. “I remember 
calling Nicole (his wife) and saying these guys 
are a special group of guys.

“I’ve always known them as really intense 
competitors, really good shot-makers, but I 
wasn’t sure if their were trying to get to that 
next level, which is all upstairs,” Kennedy 
said. “I was surprised to see how much of the 
mental part of the game they were taking on.”

At the Canada Cup, with coach and sports 
psychologist Adam Kingsbury present, Ken-
nedy found the Jacobs team working hard on 
the mental aspect of the game, “trying to learn 
about emotional control, learn more about 
being good teammates, so that’s the part that 
shocked me.”

“When we got out there I thought, man, 
these guys have so much talent and they’re so 
open to new things and to growing as curlers 
and teammates,, and that’s the thing I would 
love to be part of.”

So today he is, and he was welcomed with 
open arms by Jacobs and the Harnden broth-
ers.

“We have so much in common,” Kennedy 
said. “They all have young families now. Their 
kids are a little younger than mine … that’s 
the stuff we have in common, that’s the stuff 
we talk about over lunch, what’s happening 
with the kids, what’s happening at home with 
the wives, what’s happening in day-to-day life 
because that’s where our connection and our 
bond is coming from.”

They all love to curl and they’re all family 
guys trying to find the right balance for their 
lives and their curling. 

“We understand if something comes up at 
home and you can’t practice. We can all relate 
to that and I think that helps us connect and in 
the end it will make us a better team.” 

Brad Jacobs and Marc Kennedy have been a dynamic duo.

https://www.curling.ca/2019canadacup/tickets/
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W E  A C K N O W L E D G E  T H E  S U P P O R T  O F  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  O F  C A N A D A

Prairie blizzard turns
lights out for Howard

By DAVE KOMOSKY
Morning Cup Editor

Glenn Howard got caught up in a blizzard in Portage la Prairie, Man.

Glenn Howard has just about seen it all 
in curling after a lifteime on the ice.

But even the 57-year-old skip from 
Penetanguishene, Ont., has to admit his foray 
into Portage la Prarie, Man., for the Canad 
Inns Men’s Classic in November was one for 
the books. The event was cancelled due to a 
Manitoba storm that blanketed parts of the 
province and left thousands without power. 
And it left Howard and a crack field of 24 
teams in the midst of chaos.

“As you know, I’ve been in a lot 
of bonspiels,” said Howard, who has 
his team in Leduc for the 2019 Home 
Hardward Canada Cup. “I’ve had the 
power go out before but never had an 
event cancelled.”

Only three draws were completed in the 
event Friday (opening day) when the blizzard 
knocked out power at the Portage Curling 
Club, forcing the remaining games to be 
rescheduled and then later outright called off.

“We played one game and two ends,” said 
Howard. “The lights kept going off a lot, but 
they’d keep coming back on for about three 
seconds, so we had a rule in the games we 

played that if the lights went off we’d have 
to stop the rock. We had to do that a couple 
of times.” 

Howard said it was a huge disappointment 
for the curlers, who had travelled far and 
wide to get to the event.

“It was really unfortunate because it’s one 
of the best fields out there,” said Howard.

The field included curling heavyweights 
such as Kevin Koe from Calgary, John 
Epping of Toronto and Brad Gushue of St. 
John’s, NL.

The blizzard forced the curlers to hunker 
down in their hotels and wait for the storm 
to blow over. And no doubt a few ales were 
consumed as the curlers gathered to lament 
the loss of an event.

“We were there a couple of days,” said 
Howard. “I think we got out the Saturday 
night, made it to Winnipeg, and flew out 
Sunday morning.

“But that’s Mother Nature. You can’t 
control it.”

The good news is that there is no blizzard 
warnings for the Leduc area this week— at 
least for now.


