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BRIER Kingston2020

Japanese skip Tori Koa-
na grimaces after throw-

ing an errant shot.

Ontario’s John Epping
is among four teams

involved in tiebreakers
today.

Logjam forces tiebreakersLogjam forces tiebreakers

MATT
DUNSTONE

A mountain motif adorns the back of 
Alberta’s shirts and it’s appropriate for 
that province’s representative at the 

2020 Tim Hortons Brier, presented by AGI, 
because it is looking down at everyone else 
from atop the Championship Pool standings.

With a 10-1 record, the Edmonton-based 
squad skipped by Brendan Bottcher will 
have the last shot in the first end of the Page 
playoff 1-2 game today (2 p.m.) against 
Matt Dunstone of Saskatchewan (8-3).

Newfoundland/Labrador, skipped by 
Brad Gushue, also was 8-3 but finishes 
third because Dunstone made a nice shot to 
score two in the 10th end for a 6-5 win over 
the Newfies in the final round-robin draw 
Friday night.

Gushue will play in the Page 3-4 game 
(7 p.m.) against the survivor of a four-way 
tiebreaker between Northern Ontario (Brad 
Jacobs), Ontario (John Epping), Team 
Canada (Kevin Koe) and Team Wild Card 

(Mike McEwen), all of whom finished 7-4. 
The only team eliminated was Manitoba (Ja-
son Gunnlaugson, 5-6). Ontario will take on 
Wild Card and Northern Ontario will battle 
Team Canada at 9 a.m. with the winners fac-
ing off at 2 p.m.

Hammer in the first end is a big step and 
a big advantage. But Bottcher and his boys 
know even with that asset in their back pocket 
there’s a lot of heavy lifting left to do before 
they can lift the coveted tankard. Boy, do they 
know. They have lost the last two Tim Hortons 
Briers finals, in 2018 to Gushue and last year 
to fellow Albertan Koe.

“Every game we play from here till 
whenever we leave Kingston is going to be 
against one of the absolute best teams. So 
if we’re not playing our top A game we’re 
probably going to come out on the worse 
side of that so we’ve got to make sure we’re 
playing well,” said Bottcher, who believes 
he, third Darren Moulding, second Brad 
Thiessen, lead Karrick Martin, alternate Pat 
Janssen and coach Don Bartlett are ready to 
finally become Canadian champions.

“I still think we’re the huge underdogs to 
a lot of these guys and I’m happy to keep that 

for as long as they’ll give it to me.”
After losing to Team Canada on Thursday 

night, Alberta pounced on Ontario’s John Ep-
ping 10-3 Friday afternoon and then defeated 
Mike McEwen’s Team Wild Card 4-2.

“If we keep playing like we’ve done up 
to now our team is capable of winning the 
Brier. If we play anything less than that 
we’re going to have our work cut out for 
us,” said Bottcher.

Dunstone delivered on a nice takeout to 
score two for a 6-5 win over Gushue Friday 
night just a couple of hours after doing the 
same to Manitoba earlier 9-8. After losing 
twice Thursday, when he woke up Friday he 
wasn’t dreaming of the sweet position Sas-
katchewan ended up in which was two wins 
away from capturing the province’s first 
national men’s championship since 1980 
when Rick Folk’s rink won it.

“What a wild day,” said Dunstone. “We 
played some of our best curling today … The 
whole thing’s been 40 years and we’ve put 
ourselves in a good position to end that.”

“It’s hard to believe it all fell into place. 
It seems to be all falling into place for us 
right now and the theme of it for us is just 

been taking advantage of the ones we’ve 
gotten.”

Despite the loss, the Gushue gang is 
looking good, too. The 2017 and 2018 Tim 
Hortons Brier champions appear to be back 
in form.

“If we can replicate that a few more 
times between now and Sunday I’d like our 
chances,” said Gushue.

Epping defeated Jacobs 10-6, and Canada 
downed Manitoba 7-3, along with Wild 
Card’s loss, to create the four-way logjam 
for the fourth and final playoff spot.

“We knew what we had to do out there, 
and we needed a little help from the other 
teams on the ice and it all worked out well 
for us,” said Epping. “I’ve played lots of 
tiebreaker games, because I’ve never done 
anything the easy way, so that’s not surprise. 
It looks like if we want to go all the way it’s 
a three-game day tomorrow. We’re here to 
curl and that’s why we’re in Kingston.”

And not only would any team to come 
out of the tiebreakers have to win three 
games tomorrow but two more again on 
Sunday to become the 2020 Tim Hortons 
Brier champion.

By GRANT GRANGER
Tankard Times Associate Editor

It will be a long day at Brier but Alberta’s Bottcher sitting pretty
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We are AGI
For more information on AGI products and solutions, visit aggrowth.com  |  @AgGrowthIntl  

Jason Gunnlaugson was first out of the Championship Pool.

Gunner out, but learning
This was the first Tim Hortons Brier, 

presented by AGI, for Manitoba skip Jason 
Gunnlaugson. Unfortunately for him he was 
the first out of the Championship Pool on 
Friday.

A 9-8 loss on a deft winning shot for 
two by opposing skip Matt Dunstone of 
Saskatchewan meant five Manitoba losses 
and no chance of reaching the final four 
Page playoff. But the amiable 35-year-old 
sharpshooter was philosophical about getting 
to the elite eight, although eight is not enough 
to becoming champion.

“When you get there you realize, these 
guys are pretty good and winning at that level 
takes another thing,” said Gunnlaugson. “But 
you need the experience, and that was the big 
thing for us is we’re learning so much from 
this, especially our debrief afterward will be 
so valuable. It sucks right now. There’s some 
really good teams that didn’t have the greatest 
record the first time they got to the Brier and it 

usually takes time to learn.”
Gunnlaugson said the plan for the team 

is to stick together for the remainder of the 
current Olympic quadrennial in the hopes 
of nabbing a spot in the Roar of the Rings 
Canadian curling trials in Saskatoon in 
December 2021.

Gunnlaugson qualified for the Tim 
Hortons Brier by defeating Mike McEwen in 
the Manitoba championship.

By GRANT GRANGER
Tankard Times Associate Editor

Brier experience valuable

http://agi.com
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IN THE MORNING
REID&BEN

WEEKDAYS 5:30

Brier tougher every year
 Brad Gushue is playing in his 17th Tim Hortons Brier, 

presented by AGI, and after five days of play that has 
featured plenty of nail-biting games and spectacular shot-
making, he marvels at the quality of play he has seen at 
Leon’s Centre.

And the overall depth of the field.
“I remember coming to Briers and you would always get 

three, four games that you knew, for lack of a better way of 
describing it, if you showed up, you’re going to win,” said the 
Olympic gold medallist, two-time world and two-time Tim 
Hortons Brier champion. “The top level of the men’s game 
right now is so even and so deep and so strong, I haven’t seen 
anything like it.”

Just when he thought life on the ice might get a little 
easier for him and his teammates, along came a whole new 
crop of challengers.

“I thought I was going to get a little bit of a pass when 
Kevin (Martin) retired and (Randy) Ferbey and Glenn 
(Howard) was getting up there. Now all of a sudden you 
have (Brendan) Bottcher and (Brad) Jacobs and (Matt) 
Dunstone and (Kevin) Koe and the list goes on, (John) 
Epping. It sucks.

“We’re in a good place in this country … there’s a lot 
of good players and it’s not going to get any easier for me, 
that’s for sure.”

Northern Ontario third Marc Kennedy, himself an 
Olympic gold medallist, three-time Tim Hortons Brier and 
two-time world champion, came into the game in an era 
when curlers spent as much time on physical fitness as they 
did practising. Yet even he is impressed by what he sees in 
today’s younger curlers and their ability on the ice.

“It’s the athletes getting younger, getting stronger, more 
opportunities to play in big events and playing against the 
best all the time you just make each other better,” he said. 
“We’ve been playing Brad Gushue now for 23 years and it’s 
always just back and forth, what are they doing to get better, 
what are we doing to get better, are we doing enough, and 
that’s how a sport evolves to what  you see out there right 
now.

“And for young guys like Matt Dunstone to come 
out and play the way he’s played, at that age, or Brendan 
Bottcher, that’s just the evolution of our sport, younger, 
better, mentally stronger, fitter, technically strong and it’s 
just awesome to see for us old guys.”

By JOHN KOROBANIK
Tankard Times Writer

Field so deep, so strong: Gushue

Newfoundland and Labrador’s Brad Gushue finished third.

https://www.iheartradio.ca/98-3-fly-fm
http://curling.ca/2020brier/fan-zone
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Official Beer Partner of the 2020 Tim Hortons Brier

curl up
with
an ice cold
decoy.

Kingston’s culinary creators have crafted something special for the 2020 Tim Hortons 
Brier. Fresh made daily, enjoy a Curling Chew or two between draws – from $5.95.

Amadeus  
170 Princess St 
Pork Crackling Poutine
AquaTerra 
1 Johnson St 
Thorpe Farms  
Chicken Wings
Atomica 
71 Brock St 
Crispy Parmesan  
Polenta Fries
BluMartini  
178 Ontario St 
Smoked Meat Poutine
Chez Piggy 
68R Princess St 
Oxtail Poutine
Chien Noir Bistro 
69 Brock St 
Enright Cattle Co.  
Buttermilk Corn Dog

Dianne’s Fish Shack  
& Smokehouse  
195 Ontario St 
Everything Fries
The Grizzly Grill  
395 Princess St 
Gourmet Beer  
Battered Corn Dog
Harper’s Burger Bar 
93 Princess St 
Bonspiel Steak Nachos
The Loft 
343 King St East 
The Brier Flyer Cured 
Meat Sandwich
The Merchant 
6 Princess St 
The Hog Line Burger
Olivea 
39 Brock St 
Beef Cheek Ragu Poutine

Pan Chancho Bakery 
44 Princess St 
Chicken Chimichanga
The Public House  
343 King St East 
The Brier Flyer Cured 
Meat Sandwich
Tir Nan Og 
200 Ontario St 
Blarney Poutine
The Toucan  
76 Princess St 
Steak and  
Mushroom Poutine
Union Kitchen +  
Cocktails 
184 Princess St 
Salt and Vinegar  
Zucchini Chips and Dip

See what’s happening in Kingston during the 2020 Tim Hortons Brier 
visitkingston.ca/brier

DELICIOUS MADE DAILY

1

2

3

4

Alberta

1-2, 3-4 games Semifinal Final

Saskatchewan

N/L

Today
7 p.m.

Today
2 p.m.

Sunday
Noon

Sunday
7p.m.

Guide to the
Page Playoffs

Tiebreakers winner

Tiebreaker teams: Ontario, Wild Card, Northern Ontario, Canada Team Wild Card’s Mike McEwen lives to fight another day.

http://spearheadbeer.com
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winter joy
VIP Experience

Human Curling

18

1

Autograph Session

2
0.75

10

26

3

Releasing the rock: The intersection
of suspense and relief.
That’s the Road to Winter Joy.

®CAA trademarks are owned by, and use is authorized by, the Canadian Automobile Association.

PROUD OFFICIAL PARTNER

caasco.com/winterjoy

http://caasco.com/winterjoy
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W E  W E L C O M E
FRIENDS, FAMILY, AND FANS
A day on the ice deserves a night out. As a proud sponsor of the  
2020 Tim Hortons Brier, you will always feel celebrated at The Keg.

300 King Street East | 613.549.1333 | kegsteakhouse.com
Open at 11:30am from February 28th – March 8th.

TAYLOR AUTOMALL.COM

2440 PRINCESS STREET
6 1 3 . 5 4 9 . 1 3 1 1

250+ NEW CARS,
TRUCKS & SUVs!

WE SELL ALL MAKES & MODELS!

GET REWARDED HERE!

WE SERVICE ALL
MAKES & MODELS!

LINESCORESLINESCORES
CHAMPIONSHIP POOL

Draw 18
1 p.m.

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  Total 
Wild Card (McEwen) *0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 x  —   3
NL (Gushue)  0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 2 x  —    5

N. Ontario (Jacobs) *0 2 1 0 0 4 0 0 x x  —    7
Canada (Koe) 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 x x  —    3

Manitoba (Gunnlaugson) 1 0 2 0 0 2 0 3 0 0  —    8
Sask. (Dunstone) *0 2 0 2 1 0 2 0 0 2  —    9

Ontario (Epping) *0 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 x x  —    3
Alberta (Bottcher) 1 0 2 1 0 0 3 3 x x  —    10

Draw 19
7 p.m.

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  Total 
N. Ontario (Jacobs) *0 1 0 2 0 0 2 0 1 0  —    6
Ontario (Epping)  0 0 2 0 3 0 0 2 0 3  —    10

Sask. (Dunstone) *1 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 2  —    6
NL (Gushue) 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 0  —    5

Alberta (Bottcher) 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 3  —    4
Wild Card (McEwen) *0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0  —    2

Canada (Koe) 0 0 2 0 0 1 2 0 2 x  —    7
Manitoba (Gunnlaugson) *1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 x  —    3

SCHEDULESCHEDULE
TODAY
9 a.m. 

First-round tiebreakers
Ontario (Epping) vs. Wild Card (McEwen)

Northern Ontario (Jacobs) vs. Canada (Koe)
2 p.m.

Second-round tiebreaker
Ontario or Wild Card vs. N. Ontario or Canada

2 p.m.
1-2 Game

Alberta (Bottcher) vs. Saskatchewan (Dunstone)
7 p.m.

3-4 Game
Newfoundland/Labrador vs. tiebreakers winner

STANDINGSSTANDINGS
C H A M P I O N S H I P  P O O L

 W L
Alber ta  (Bot tcher )  10  1
S a s k .  ( D u n s t o n e )  8  3
N L ( G u s h u e )  8  3 
x - O n t a r i o  ( E p p i n g )  7  4
x - N .  O n t a r i o  ( J a c o b s )  7  4
x - C a n a d a  ( K o e )  7  4
x-Wild Card (McEwen) 7  4
Mani toba (Gunn laugson)  5  6
*  —  T i e b r e a k e r s

BRIER SCOREBOARDBRIER SCOREBOARD

http://kegsteakhouse.com
http://taylorautomall.com


SATURDAY

PLUS “WIN” YOUR WAY TO THE SUNDAY FINALS!  
$1000 GRAND CHAMPION – $500 RUNNER-UP
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 Fun& Games
Don’t miss out on  
AGI COOL SHOTS  
— a free-to-play  
mini curling game in  
the Patch with a  
twice daily $100 prize 
plus great AGI swag!  

FE
BR

UA
RY

 2
9  
to

 M
AR

CH
 8

KINGSTON 2020
Frontenac Parking Lot (at the corner of 
King St. E and The Tragically Hip Way.) 

Don’t forget 
the  Food!

@FamousPatch OPEN DAILY @ 11:00 am

Toronto’s Legendary Rock Band

O
N

 S
TA

G
E

 Ton
igh
t!

This wine’s a Wrap!

OFFICIAL SPIRIT & BEER PARTNERS OF THE PATCH:

THE PATCH IS CASHLESS!  so make sure you have your debit or credit card on hand
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BrigadeBucket BrigadeBucket BrigadeBucket Brigade
TONIGHT 

DURING THE 3RD END BREAK OF THE 7 P.M. GAME

Supporting youth curling programs across Canada

Brigade

END BREAK OF THE 7 P.M. GAME

BrigadeBrigadeBrigadeBrigade

Calendar supports charities, programs
The boys are back for another rendition 

of the Men of Curling calendar, featuring 
curlers from four countries across the globe 
and benefitting numerous charitable efforts 
— including Curling Canada’s philanthropic 
programs that support and develop youth 
programs across the country.

“All of the athletes featured in the Men of 
Curling calendar at one point had a dream of 
becoming a high-performance curler and like 
any goal achieved, they were supported by 
their community along the way,” said Brodie 
Bazinet, Curling Canada Foundation manager. 
“Thanks to our valued partnership with The 
Community Fundraiser, a significant portion 
of the proceeds from this calendar will provide 
support for youth curling initiatives across 
the country, which ensures that more young 
athletes will achieve their on- and off-ice 
dreams.”

The calendar, a joint effort by The 
Community Fundraiser and George 
Karrys, the former publisher of The 
Curling News, contains a list of all 2019-

20 curling event dates along with photos 
and bios of the athlete models. Each 
curler sets up his own photoshoot and 
raises funds for the charity of their choice. 
Additionally, a portion of the proceeds 
from every calendar sold supports Curling 
Canada’s youth programs, including the 
For the Love of Curling scholarship, 
which is awarded annually to curling 
student athletes who are balancing sport 
and school.

Three-time national junior and two-
time world junior men’s curling champion 
Tyler Tardi was honoured to receive the 
calendar invitation, considering the clout 
of the athletes previously featured in the 
fundraising initiative.

“When I first saw the e-mail I thought, 
‘What? Me?’. I was honoured to be part of 
the calendar because I’ve always looked up 
to past athletes in it. To be part of it now is 
such a humbling feeling and I can’t wait to 
be in this year’s calendar,” said Tardi.

Tardi selected the Curling Canada 

Foundation 
as his charity 
of choice. He 
received the 
For the Love 
of Curling 
Scholarship in 
2016, which 
supported his 
drive to win an unprecedented three national 
junior titles in a row, along with aiding his 
academic career.

“Curling at a high level while 
succeeding in school is a constant 
balancing act, but it was made easier 
because of the For the Love of Curling 
Scholarship,” said Tardi. “Receiving the 
award had a positive impact on my life 
and I believe it’s important to pass along 
this opportunity to more young curlers. 
I’ve been given so many new connections 
due to Curling Canada’s philanthropic 
programs and I’m grateful for the 
opportunities I’ve been blessed with.”

In 
addition to raising funds for youth 
curling programs, Tardi’s participation will 
also support Childhood Cancer Family 
Support, a cause inspired by the work of his 
dad and long-time coach, Paul Tardi.

Curlers joining Tardi are Canadians John 
Epping, Geoff Walker, Craig Savill, Brad 
Thiessen, Kirk Muyres, Connor Njegovan, 
Robbie Doherty and Team Bottcher, as 
well as Korey Dropkin of the United 
States, Scotland’s Bruce Mouat and Japan’s 
Tsuyoshi Yamaguchi.

The calendars are on sale now 
at menofcurling.com for CDN $34.95 
(shipping and handling included).

A YEARLY TREAT

http://bobmarknewholland.com
https://www.curling.ca/foundation/
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NL
RE/MAX CENTRE/ST. JOHN’S C.C.

ST. JOHN’S

TEAM PROFILE

Downtown St. John’s is home to a huge number of his-
torical buildings and heritage homes. Even if you chose 
to wander away from the commercial hubs of Duckworth 
Street and Water Street, the residential areas are over-
flowing with townhouses painted in vivid colours.

Brad
  Gushue
POSITION: Skip
AGE: 39 (June 16, 1980, St. John’s)
FAMILY: Wife Krista; daughters Hayley 
(12), Marissa (8)
OCCUPATION: Business owner 
(Orangetheory Fitness)
LIVES: Mount Pearl, N.L.
YEARS CURLED: 26
DELIVERS: Right-handed

Mark 
  Nichols
POSITION: Third
AGE: 40 (January 1, 1980, Labrador 
City, N.L.)
FAMILY: Wife Colette; sons Beckett (5), 
Emmett (2)
OCCUPATION: Business Owner/
Personal Trainer (Orangetheory Fitness) 
LIVES: St. John’s
YEARS CURLED: 33
DELIVERS: Right-handedALTERNATE:

    None

https://www.iheartradio.ca/purecountry/kingston
https://shorelinescasinos.com/thousand-islands/contact/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI2-yxt9rX5wIV5B6tBh1NjAfGEAAYAiAAEgLs6fD_BwE
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OLG is all for fairs, festivals and 
fun across Ontario, including the 
2020 Tim Hortons Brier.
WE’RE ONTARIO’S LOTTERY AND GAMING 
AND WE’RE ALL FOR HERE.

Pour OLG, c’est tout pour les foires, les 
festivals et le divertissement en Ontario, 
comme le Brier Tim Hortons 2020. 

NOUS SOMMES LA SOCIÉTÉ DES LOTERIES ET DES JEUX  
DE L’ONTARIO ET POUR NOUS, C’EST TOUT POUR ICI. 

Proud sponsor of the

Complete Graphic Design, 
Print and Finishing Solutions

as well as Direct Mail, Banners and Signs

HISTORY

Last five years:
2019: Andrew Symonds (0-7)
2018: Greg Smith (1-6)
2017: Brad Gushue (9-2 
Gold)
2016: Brad Gushue (9-2 
Silver)
2015: Brad Gushue (9-2)
Last championship — 2017 

Brad Gushue
Canadian titles — 2 
World titles — 2017 Brad 
Gushue
Other prominent male
curlers from Newfound-
land and Labrador — Bob 
Cole.

Brett 
  Gallant
POSITION: Second
AGE: 30 (February 18, 1990, 
Charlottetown)
FAMILY: Partner Jocelyn Peterman 
OCCUPATION: Curler
LIVES: St. John’s
YEARS CURLED: 25
DELIVERS: Right-handed

Geoff 
  Walker
POSITION: Lead 
AGE: 34 (November 28, 1985, 
Beaverlodge, Alta.)
FAMILY: Wife Laura Walker
OCCUPATION: Turf team (The Derrick 
Golf & Winter Club)
LIVES: Edmonton
YEARS CURLED: 24
DELIVERS: Right-handed

COACH:
    Jules Owchar

NEWFOUNDLAND/LABRADOR
AT THE BRIER

https://www.krock1057.ca
http://olg.com
http://printfusion.ca
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“I’ve won 
everything 
there is to 
win and 
I’ve lost 
everything 
there is 
to lose. 
At this 
point we’re 
playing 
with house 
money.

 — Ben Hebert

It was internationally known 
speaker and business consultant 
David Jakielo who said: “The 
most important thing in life is 
knowing the most important 

things in life.” 
It’s a lesson many people 

learn too late in life. Not so 
Ben Hebert. He’s a world-class 
curler with a resume that’s the 

envy of most curlers — Olympic 
gold medallist, two-time world 
champion, four-time Tim Hortons 
Brier champion.

He’s also a father, a family 
man and, at 36 years of age, still 
possesses — and reveals at times 
— that little boy inside the man.

“I’ve won everything there 
is ever to win and I’ve lost 
everything there is ever to lose. 
At this point we’re playing with 
house money,” he said before he 
and skip Kevin Koe began their 
quest this week for a fifth Tim 
Hortons Brier title. “I have kids 
now (daughters Sloane, 6 and 
Griff, 2), I’m in a different part 
of my life obviously than I was 
when I was 24 playing with Kevin 
Martin, puts things in perspective.

“I think I have a perfect amount of 
perspective that I still know what my 
most important things are, what my 

priorities are at, but at the same time I 
don’t let that take away from the hard 
work and the effort that I put into the 
sport to continue to try to be great.”

Hebert has been one of the 
game’s best leads for much of his 
career. Last year he was named 
the all-time greatest Canadian 
lead by a TSN panel. Through 11 
Brier appearances he’s shooting 
a remarkable 90 per cent — the 
best of any lead playing more than 
40 games and tied with former 
teammate Marc Kennedy for the 
best percentage in the event.

It’s a stat he’s proud of, 
especially given he was initially 
recruited for his powerful 
sweeping skills and worked to 
make himself the game’s best 
shooting lead.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

90 per cent90 per cent
Hebert still
one of
curling’s
best leadsBENBEN

By JOHN KOROBANIK
Tankard Times Writer
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2020 TIM 
HORTONS 
BRIER

P R O U D  S U P P O R T E R S  O F  T H E

Kingston Transit gets 
you where you need 

From Thursday, February 28th to Sunday, March 8th, all 2020 Tim 
Hortons Brier ticket holders can ride Kingston Transit for free – just 
show your ticket when boarding. On February 29th, March 5th, 6th 
and 7th, select routes will offer extended service until 2:15 a.m. so 
that you won’t miss a minute of the action.

“I know for a fact, in taking with Kevin, 
he said ‘I didn’t want you for your shooting, 
you weren’t that good of a shooter.’ But my 
sweeping is what he saw. I have an athletic 
build, I lifted a lot of weights when I was a 
kid, played junior football for a couple of 
seasons, was a good athlete.

“Kevin Martin drilled it into us for years, 
you shoot 90 or it’s not good enough, 90 per 
cent every game, that’s your goal, that’s your 
goal, that’s your goal. I still subscribe to that 
today.”

Remember that game we played as kids—
I’m the king of the castle and you’re a dirty 
rascal? Well, when talking to Hebert about 
leads, the inner child comes through.

“Won four Briers, two Worlds, been to two 
Olympics and won one gold medal ... now 
there’s no turning back. Once you put yourself 
at the top of that mountain, you want to stay 
there as long as you can. 

“I know that one day Father Time catches 
up with everybody. I’m certainly going to 
compete until I can’t anymore. If there are 
some young guys who want to dethrone me 
as one of the top leads, then I’m up for the 
challenge. Any given day. I can’t wait and 
that’s the stuff I still play for.”

Hebert hasn’t missed many Briers since his 
first appearance 15 years ago and while hard 
work and great teammates have been a major 
part of the reason for that success, he also says 
it took a couple of breaks along the way.

His first year out of junior he was asked to 
join the team skipped by Pat Simmons, a great 
skip and mentor while giving him his first 
taste of playing against his idols.

“I didn’t think my first season I would 
be playing against Kevin Martin, Wayne 

Middaugh, Kerry Burynick, Jeff Stoughton, 
Glenn Howard, John Morris, Randy Ferbey 
all the top dogs. When I was growing up 
those are the teams I idolized, they were the 
champs I watched at the Briers, the Worlds, 
Grand Slams. I remember the first couple of 
times we beat Ferbey or Martin or Middaugh, 
I remember taking pictures on my little 
cellphone and sending it to my mom. I was 
like, holy shit, that was pretty neat.”

And then, he said, he got a huge break in 
his career.

“I always say I think everybody’s career 
in sports, it all comes down to seizing that 
moment and I got a great break when I got 
asked to play with Kevin Martin and John 
Morris and Marc Kennedy. They took a 
chance on me. I know I wasn’t as polished as 
Kevin maybe would have liked me and Marc 
to be coming in, but having him and John and 
Jules (Owchar) really prepped us into great 
curlers and really good professionals and how 
we see the game.

“Ever since I got that opportunity I worked 
hard and just kind of took the ball and ran with 
it. All the success that has come since then has 
been attributed to a lot of things, but certainly 
an opportunity was one.

And about that 90-percentage shooting 
mark? Would certainly make Martin proud and 
Hebert admits he loves it.

“I love playing on the big stage, I just relish 
the opportunity … and to be able to perform at 
a high level, when the stakes are high and the 
pressure’s on. I get nervous for sure, but it’s a 
positive energy. I love it, I love playing good 
on the big stage.

“But now I have the pressure on me, I have 
to shoot at least 90 at the Brier.”

http://thewhig.com
curlshop.ca
http://www.weagantfarm.com
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*Terms and conditions apply.

Get rewarded 
for being

CLAIMS-FREE!

CANADA
THE GLENCOE CLUB,

CALGARY

TEAM PROFILE

Canada, at 3,855,103 square miles is the second largest 
country in the world, right after Russia. It is so big that 
you could actually fit the United Kingdom more than 40 
times into Canada.

Kevin
  Koe
POSITION: Skip
AGE: 45 (January 11, 1975, Edmonton)
FAMILY: Wife Carla; daughters Ava 
(14), Lila (12)
OCCUPATION: Surface landman 
(Repsol Canada)
LIVES: Calgary
YEARS CURLED: 32
DELIVERS: Right-handed

B.J.  
  Neufeld
POSITION: Third
AGE: 34 (February 28, 1986, Winnipeg) 
FAMILY: Wife Sarah; daughters 
Scarlett (3), Grace (3 1/2 months) 
OCCUPATION: PGA of Canada 
Head Golf Professional (Larters at St. 
Andrews)
LIVES: Winnipeg
YEARS CURLED: 20
DELIVERS: Right-handedALTERNATE:

    Ted Appelman

http://ineedpins.com
http://www.myfmradio.ca/999/
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Bill Welychka                            Julie Brown

Global News Morning
Weekdays 6 - 9AM Globalnews.ca/Kingston

TO OUR PARTNERS OF THE 2020 TIM HORTONS BRIER - PRESENTED BY AGI

HISTORY

Last five years
2019: Brad Gushue 9-2 
(2018: Brad Gushue (10-1 
Gold)
2017: Kevin Koe (8-3 Silver)
2016: Kevin Koe (8-3 Silver)
2015: Pat Simmons 7-4 

(Gold)
Last championship — Brad 
Gushue (2018)
Canadian titles — 2
World titles — 1 (Brad 
Gushue 2018)

Colton 
  Flasch
POSITION: Second
AGE: 29 (February 27, 1991, Biggar, 
Sask.)
FAMILY: Single
OCCUPATION: Construction worker 
(K&S Construction)
LIVES: Calgary
YEARS CURLED: 16
DELIVERS: Right-handed

Ben 
  Hebert
POSITION: Lead 
AGE: 36 (March 16, 1983, Regina)
FAMILY: Wife Teddi; daughter Sloane (6), 
son Griff (2)
OCCUPATION: Business development 
manager (Caltech Surveys Ltd.)
LIVES: Chestermere
YEARS CURLED: 25
THROWS: Right-handed

COACH:
    John Dunn

TEAM CANADA
AT THE BRIER

http://globalnews.ca/kingston
http://curling.ca/2020brier

