Canada’s Rachel Homan
looks for help from above
after losing both her
games Saturday.

Bewitched,
bothered and
bewildered

Great
show,
London
Page 12
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Eve Muirhead (front)
earned a big win
Saturday over
Canada’s
Chelsea Carey.

Canada’s Ben
Hebert and Joanne
Courtney work the
brushes.

Good ol’ whuppin’
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By JOHN KOROBANIK
Morning Cup Associate Editor

t was a confident Team Europe that arrived in
London early this week and that confidence,
backed by their performance on the ice, has
them in position to take the OK Tire and BKT
Tires Continental Cup, sponsored by Service Experts, Heating, Air Conditioning and Plumbing,
out of North America for a second straight year.
As they did in each of the first two days, the
Europeans dominated Team Canada again on Saturday, taking seven of the nine points available to
take a 20.5 to 6.5 lead in the chase to be the first
team to score 30.5 points to the win the Cup.
“You expect it to be respectable and, man, it’s
certainly not where anybody would want to be
and I know the team feels really bad about how
the three days have gone,” said Team Canada
coach Jeff Stoughton. “Hopefully we’ll pull up
the bootstraps tomorrow and see what happens,
but really hard to come back now.”
Europe needs just 10 points of the 33 available
in Sunday’s final six skins games.
“I don’t think anybody would have (anticipated Team Canada’s position),” Darren Moulding
said after Europe swept the three evening mixed
scramble games. “It’s a big hole for sure … we’re
in there pretty deep now.”
Asked what he thought went wrong for Cana-

da, Moulding credited the play of the Europeans.
“Europe is playing really well … they’ve
had some fortune but that usually happens when
you’re playing really well. I don’t want to take
any credit away from them but there’s been some
frustrating moments for sure.”
Needless to say, the Europeans are really enjoying themselves as they continue to make most
of the shots they needed to as they continued to
pile up the points while Canada struggled to remain in the hunt.
“We knew before coming into this thing that
if we play well we’re going to win,” skip Bruce
Mouat of Scotland, who helped earn four of Europe’s first 15 points, said after Saturday morning’s draw. “So that’s the mindset … we’re bringing into every draw. I think we’re not lost a draw
yet so touch wood we’ll keep on doing that and
we should be good for the trophy on Sunday.”
Canada had a chance to get right back into the
chase in the morning draw but left two victories
slip through their fingers in the team scramble
games.

See EUROS
Page 5
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Continental Cup
Points Tracker
Thursday
Draw Time

Event

1

2

Mixed doubles (3 points)

1

2

Team competition (3 points)

0

3

1.

9:30 a.m.

Team competition (3 points)

2.

2 p.m.

3.

7:30 p.m.

Friday
Draw Time

Event

Need help in a hurry?
1.5

1.5

4.

9:30 a.m.

Scramble (3 points)

5.

2 p.m.

Mixed doubles (3 points)

1

2

6.

7:30 p.m.

Scramble (3 points)

0.5

2.5

1

2

Service Experts Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing
Canada is proud to present the 2020 OK Tire, BKT Tires
Continental Cup of Curling.
As a dedicated supporter of our local communities since 1875,
Service Experts Canada is honoured to be sponsoring this fantastic
event and we welcome all athletes and fans to London.

Saturday
Draw Time

Event

7.

9:30 a.m.

Mixed scramble (3 points)

8.

2:30 p.m.

Mixed doubles (3 points)

0.5

2.5

9.

7:30 p.m.

Mixed scramble (3 points)

0

3

886-EXPERTS
ServiceExperts.ca

Today
Draw Time

Event

10.

2 p.m.

Skins competition (15 points)

11.

7 p.m.

Skins competition (18 points)

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS, 24/7

© 2019 Service Experts, Service Experts Heating & Air Conditioning, and the Service Experts logo and
design are registered trademarks of Service Experts LLC and used under license by SE Canada Inc.
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Euros
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FROM PAGE 2

Four-time Tim Hortons Brier champion Kevin Koe
of Calgary and John Epping of Toronto, who won the
recent Canada Cup, both had two-point leads going into
the final ends of their games.
Both gave up deuces — Koe to Niklas Edin of Sweden and Epping to Peter de Cruz of Switzerland — and
had to settle for half points instead of winning the full
points. Mouat easily beat Brendan Bottcher of Edmonton 7-1.
In the afternoon mixed doubles it was much the same
story. Canada had early leads in two of the matches but
couldn’t hold the edges, losing one outright and holding
on for a tie in the second. Their only half point came
when Selena Njegovan and B.J. Neufeld, who led 5-0 after two ends, gave up three in the eighth end to settle for
a 7-7 tie with Agnes Knochenhauer and Rasmus Wrana.
In the third game of the draw Eve Muirhead and Bobbie Lammie scored four in the first end and stole three
in the second to roll past Rachel Homan and Ben Hebert
10-2 in six ends.
In the evening mixed scrambles Eve Muirhead beat
Chelsea Carey 11-5, Anna Hasselborg beat Rachel
Homan 9-4 and Alina Paetz beat Tracy Fleury 7-3.
Through three days Canadian curlers insisted they
need only stay close until Sunday’s final day of two
draws of skins games. There will be three games at 2
p.m., each worth five points, and three more at 7:30 p.m.,
each worth six points. So there are enough points on the
table for Canada to come back.
But with Europe now needing only 10 points, that
means Canada has very little room for error.

Europe’s Oskar Eriksson and Anna Hasselborg have been tough to beat.

STORAGE NEAR YOU

4 WEEKS FREE!
*based on availability

Rent Today:

1-877-217-8673

accessstorage.ca
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Bringing the

HAMMER
down!

Euros pounding on Team Canada

L
DAVE

KOMOSKY

et’s be clear about this: if this
was a boxing match, the ref may
have already stepped in and
stopped it.
Team Europe has Team Canada
against the ropes in the OK Tire &
BKT Tires Continental Cup, and the
pummeling shows no end of stopping
with one day to go.
The event was intended to be a
dream matchup between some of the

world’s best teams over the course of
four days and five different competitions, but somehow, some way, things
got out of hand.
Team Europe carried a 20.5-6.5
lead into today’s final two draws, and
the only saving grace for the beleagured
Canadians is the bulk of the points available are still on the table in Sunday’s
Skins games.
We’re talking about more than just

WELCOME
BIENVENUE

LONDONTOURISM.CA
Your guide to London’s upcoming Events, Attractions,
Dining, Shopping, Places to Stay & more!

lopsided scores here, although that’s a
huge part of it. It’s about overall wow
factor. The Europeans have been dominant in a very significant event.
The results must be as surprising
to observers as it is humbling for the
Canadians who are not used to getting smothered this way. And as they
limped away from loss after loss, they
must be wondering what hit them.
Well, it’s clear they were hit by

a motivated team of Euros who have
been determined to hold on to the Continental Cup Trophy they won last year
in Las Vegas, albeit by the skin of their
teeth. Team Europe came out of the
blocks and put the Canadians in trouble
right from the start. They scored early
and often and in bunches, and have
never let up. The Euros have a 14-point
lead after three days of play and are
full measure for their huge advantage.

Almost every European contributed to the demolition, but it was
Scotland’s Bruce Mouat and the Super Swedes, Anna Hasselborg and
Niklas Edin, who have spearheaded the team. They have all been, in a
word, magnificent this week. Mouat and Hasselborg, especially, have
been on their game and the Canadians have had no answer for them.
The Canadians, on the other hand, have struggled mightily. They
have missed key shots and blown leads in games they should have won.
Nobody has had a tougher time of things than Canadian women’s
champion Chelsea Carey of Calgary who has been bewitched, bothered and bewildered this week. She has been clearly off her game.
Carey admitted as much Friday night after a particularly tough
game.
“It’s one of those weeks where nothing seems to have gone right
for me, unfortunately,” she said.
But she’s not been the only one in those lumberjack jerseyes who
has struggled.
Team Canada have never been able to stop the bleeding. They
haven’t won one session in three days, a remarkable development
considering Canada’s depth of talent.
So what happened? Surely the Europeans are not that much better? The two sides match up closer than what the scoreboard suggests.
So has it been an off couple of days for the Canadians, who can
still get it together for the sprint run today in the Skins, where they
may have an edge in experience? Or could it be that the Europeans
take the event a little more seriously? That’s doubtful because there are
bragging rights at stake, not to mention the money
Whatever the case, the Canadians have been manhandled like
never before.
Ah, ha. But there’s still the Skins, where a maximum of 33 points
are still available. The Canadians can still save their bacon if they can
get things together in the final day, but they will need a near sweep.
And that’s why the format is set up this way. The points are backloaded so that any team that has fallen behind can still make the final
day significant and snatch the title if it can rebound. Nobody wants this
thing to be decided on a Sunday afternoon.
So the Canadians can still win it. But at this point of the competition, they are extreme longshots, especially the way they are playing.
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Bruce Mouat and Anna Hasselborg have been big guns for Team Europe.
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Team Europe’s Silvana Tirinzoni
gets ready for takeoff.

Through the lens

t
t

Team Canada’s
John Epping
looks through the
crosshairs at the
target.

t

The crowds in
London enjoying the action
have been
good all week.

Slider was a hit
with curling fans
but there was no
report he was
adopted.

t

The OK Tire and BKT Tires Continental Cup

A small
bell and a
little shake
signals a
good shot
for Team
Canada.
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A very heartfelt

Thank You
to all of our wonderful

Ann Aarts
Jeffrey Addley
Don Agnew
Kathy Albers
Mary Allen
Liisa Allicock-Norton
Elizabeth Armstrong
Audrey Baldwin
Robert Banks
Bernie Benoit
Donna Bessey
John Blacklock
David Blackwell
Mary Blasl
Dick Bowman
Randy Brown
Sean Burns
Janice Cleary
Dan Clement
Aden Corcoran
John Couvillon
John Crosby
Colin Darling
Lori Davis
Patricia Debrusk
Rick Declercq
Lindee Declercq
Marc Despatie
Mike Dlouhy
Vinko Dorn
Rebecca Duck
David Dunseath
Tanya Durys
Teresa Easter

Mark Edlund
Rick Edwards
Wallace Ellsworth
Jennifer Elston
Paola Epstein
Mike Ernewein
Maren Foster
Bob Foster
Alexandre Gallant
Colin Galloway
John Gillies
James Gleason
Diane Goldstein
Wayne Goldstein
Denise Grafton
Christine Gray
Sarah Gray
Steve Gray
Chris Green
Sabrina Griffin
Mark Hacon
Carolyne Hadley
Jim Hill
Tim Hill
Steve Hobbs
Jim Howley
Randy Hull
Dave Igras
Peter Inch
Phil James
Jane M Johnston
Terry Johnston
Frank Kearney
Robert Kerwin

Jayme Keyes
Debra King
Susan Knox
Jeffery Korz
Gordon Lammers
Michael Langley
Richard Lee
William Legg
Michael Leisinger
Lisa Levins
Dawn Lewis
Tim Lindsay
Tim Little
Linda Long
Bill Long
Isabel Lynch
John MacDonald
Kevin MacDonald
Andrea MacKellar
Susan Mailer
Janice Mathers
Keith McCreary
Kathleen McLeod
Randy McNaught
Lisa Miller
Pat Misener
Sharon
Montgomery-Greenwood
Joel Moore
Mark Morrison
Melissa Neeb
Maureen Nicol
Carman Nixon
Jennifer Norquay

Volunteers
Brian Olsen
John Palmer
Mary Parkin
Winston Parnall
Michel Pepin
Paul Pergau
Barbara Phelan
Brian Piper
Jan Polgar
Jerry Porter
Kim Porter
Mary Lou Rae
Charlie Richard
Doug Richards
Jim Ridenour
Jane Rowswell
John Rudell
Valerie Ruscio
Dave Rush
Ken Schofield
Keith Scott
Gord Sellery
Jennifer Severin
Mark Severin
Darrin Sinclair
Ronald Smith
Pam Smith
Joanna Smorhay
Barry Squires

Brent Stefan
Keith Stokes
Ann Stubbins
Jim Sutton
Pamela Swallow
Frances Sweeney
Bruce Switzer
Ferne Taggart
Cathy Tarvit
Ken Teasdale
Philip Templeton
Bruce Thom
Ian Thomas
Dave Thomas
Margo Thompson
Philip Thompson
Helen Thomson
Phil Thorne
Rosie Triebner
Karen Vamplew
Michele Vandenberghe
Gary vanHeerwaarden
Antonius Verberne
Jim Wagner
James Waite
Robert Wakefield
Keith Walker
Dave Wilson
Shelley Zeeb
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Don’t quit your day jobs, folks
T

here is $135,000 to be won at this
week’s OK Tire & BKT Tires Continental Cup. The Tim Hortons Brier offers
$300,000 in prize money. The Scotties Tournament of Hearts, $300,000. Curling Canada’s
Season of Champions offers
$1,067,500 million this winter. The Pinty’s Grand Slam
circuit about $2.5 million.
There’s another $2 million
or so available on the other
World Curling Tour events.
Add it all up and there’s
plenty of money to be won on
curling sheets across Canada
and around the world.
Problem is, there are so
many strong teams competing at every event the pie is
cut into dozens and dozens of
pieces. It’s then further carved
among teammates.
Then there’s the enormous
expenses – travel, hotels,
meals and support staff like
coaches, physiotherapists, trainers, etc.
By the time it all filters out Canadian curlers are not about to quit their day jobs.
Curling Canada is making available almost

$2.5 million to high-performance athletes
through various programs to help offset the
costs of training and competition as well
as transportation and accommodation for
athletes attending Curling Canada’s Season of
Champions events.
“We know our national
athletes are sacrificing time away
from family and career in order to
play this sport at a high level, and
they need every bit of help they
can get, and we’re pleased to say
that we are doing everything we
can to make that sacrifice pay off
for them,” said Curling Canada
Chief Executive Officer Katherine
Henderson. “Never before have
national-team athletes had access
to this kind of funding, but it’s
truly the right thing to do.”
While it does help, the additional funding and prize money isn’t
enough to have curlers thinking
they can quit their full-time jobs.
“The day somebody says I’m going to quit
(his or her job), I’m going to be a full-time
curler because I’m making so much money,
well I don’t see it happening,” says Kevin

JOHN

KOROBANIK

Kevin Koe says it’s tough to pocket many bucks in curling.
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Koe, a four-time Brier and two-time world
champion. “I’m not complaining, but I’m
not about to quit my job … and I’ve been a
pretty good curler over the last decade.”
Koe and his Calgary team earned more
than $200,000 in winnings last season. But
the cost of playing a full season can run
as high as $200,000 for some teams. Brad
Jacobs of Sault Ste. Marie, the 2014 Olympic
gold medallist, has also been a dominant
team in recent years and tops the money list
halfway through this season, at $103,500.
He’s not quitting his job, either.
“If you look at the men’s and women’s
teams out there, I don’t think there’s a lot of
people or teams that are doing curling full
time and can safely say they are making a
great living at it,” he says. “What we’re hoping
to do every year, and this is just hope, and it
depends on how we perform, we hope to have
our year covered and maybe pocket a little
money for ourselves and our families.”
Jacobs says how much time players devote to curling and how much to their other
career depends on everyone’s individual
financial situations.
Koe agrees, saying “it depends on what
living is, for some people. When you’re
young and have no debts, no kids, no family,
maybe. When you have family and (expenses) I don’t think so.
“Lets not kid ourselves,” he adds.
“we’re not making money off the winnings. We’re lucky to have great sponsors
who pay for a lot, the expenses are a lot

and it’s hard to win out here and there’s no
guarantees.”
Increasing costs doesn’t make it any
easier.
“Nothing has really changed,” he explains.
“If anything, when you look at the prize
money, the prize money has gone up a little bit
in recent years for certain things, but most of
it has stayed the same. And the cost of living
and taxation in our country goes up every
year. So if anything, every year that we go out,
our purses and everything barely keep up with
inflation and taxation.”
Fortunate for the top-level teams there
are sponsors who also provide additional
financial support. To attract and keep sponsors teams have to play a lot and in events
that are televised.
“We’re lucky it’s all televised so our
sponsors get a lot of exposure,” says Koe.
“The number of hours we’re on TV is a lot.”
Still, with Canada’s economic situation,
attracting sponsors eats up more and more
of a team’s off-ice time.
“It has always been difficult to attract
sponsors,” says Jacobs. “It’s kind of like
being blindfolded and throwing darts at a
dartboard … it’s difficult. It always has been.
But I would say it’s getting slightly better
every year. The thing that makes it easier to
get sponsorship and help financially for the
team, is if you perform and win.”
But, he says, there’s maybe a dozen
teams in total, not just in Canada, that are in
that situation.

TRIPLEBOGEY.COM
#BETTERHITANOTHER

HURRYHARD.COM
#KINGOFTHERINGS

BrokerLink knows curling is part of what makes our country so great, which
is why weʼre proud to be an Official Supporter of the 2020 OK Tire & BKT
Tires Continental Cup.

Official Supporter of the 2020 OK Tire & BKT Tires Continental Cup.

BucketBrigade

Thank you for supporting youth curling
programs across Canada
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Great show, London
Event manager ‘very satisfied’

W

By JOHN KOROBANIK
Morning Cup Associate Editor

as that a smile on the face of Neil
Houston, event manager for the OK
Tire and BKT Tires Continental Cup,
presented by Service Experts Heating, Air
Conditioning and Plumbing?
He would certainly have reason to be smiling
as the event entered its second last day Saturday.
Crowds in The Sports Centre at the Western Fair
District have been impressive and loud. Ticket
sales have gone well and there have been few, if
any, major issues.
“Very satisfied,” Houston said of the overall
event, “Well, except maybe for Team Canada.
I don’t have any numbers … but ticket sales
through six draws is about 94 per cent (of
projections) so we should get there with two
days remaining.”
The volunteers, without whom these events
could never be held, have been great, he said,
always friendly, helpful and enthusiastic.

“They’re always eager to help out with
anything,” he said. “If I could, I would like to
take them with me to other events.”
Houston said he had no concerns about the
event coming back to London two years after it
had previously hosted it, even knowing it would
be in same facility as hockey tournaments and,
on the weekend, a large bridal fair.
It’s made for some moments of congestion
in the concours, a little confusion among fans
trying to find the correct arena and a bit of a
parking issue. Houston said the parking could
be difficult, especially for a physically impaired
person who might have to “park out in the back
40” and then find their way to the building
through heavy rains that have pounded London
the last two days.
It’s not just the stands that have been busy
this weekend. The Patch has been packed during
the day between draws and Houston said it was
busy Friday evening as well.
So yes, said Houston, if the local organizers
were to approach Curling Canada to bring the
event back to London in the future, he would
certainly have no objections to that.

It’s been a good week for event manager Neil Houston.
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By PATTI DAWN
SWANSSON

Morning Cup Contributor

L

et’s begin by saying the gender
pay equity debate/discussion/
argument in sports is as old as
Don Duguid’s first corn broom.
Oh, sure, it seems like the topic du
jour because of Megan Rapinoe, the
purple-topped United States soccer
star who hasn’t shut up about it since
the Yankee Doodle Damsels won the
World Cup last summer in France.
In reality, however, Megan’s
squawk is an echo from the birth
of tennis’ open era in 1968, when
Billie Jean King couldn’t understand
why her champion’s cheque at
Wimbledon was worth £750 ($980)
while her male counterpart, Rod
Laver, had £2000 ($2,621) stuffed
into his pay envelope.
“I was like, ‘Oh, God, here we
go again...argh, there’s another
battle, we’ve got pro tennis but now
the girls are getting a bad deal.’
They thought I should be thrilled
with that,” is how King remembered
it in a 2018 chin-wag with The
Guardian. “I was thrilled we got a
cheque, there was no question. I was
thrilled with professional tennis. I
am just so big on equality, if it was
reversed, I would have thought that
was wrong, too.”
Billie Jean had a similar reaction
when, four years later, her slice
of the U.S. Open pie was $10,000
while Ilie Nastase made off like a
thief in the night with $25,000. She
squawked, hinting strongly that
she’d find better things to do than
defend her title if the women’s and
men’s champions weren’t standing
side by side at the pay window.
Organizers listened, and pay equity
arrived at Flushing Meadows,
where both Margaret Court and
John Newcombe collected $25,000
apiece in 1973. Today, of course,
all four of the tennis Grand Slam
tournaments—Australian Open,
Wimbledon, French Open, U.S.
Open—offer equal coin.
“Everyone thinks women should
be thrilled when we get crumbs,”
Billie Jean said in a moment of
reflection a few years ago. “I want
women to have the cake, the icing
and the cherry on top, too.”
Ah, yes, it’s about that cake, that
icing and that cherry.
It just so happens that pay equity
arrives next month at our two main
national curling championships,
the Scotties Tournament of Hearts
and the Tim Hortons Brier, and it
didn’t require any of our fabulous
female Pebble People to hold their
breath, stamp their feet, or threaten
to take their Asham brushes and go
home. It got done because Katherine
Henderson had wanted it that way
from the moment she took the wheel
of Curling Canada, and no one was
anxious to get in the lady CEO’s
way.
Thus, the prize fund breakdown
for both the Scotties and Brier in

CHERRY
ON TOP
Pay equity was
right thing to do

2020 is as follows:
Total Purse: $300,000.
Winner:
$105,000.
Runner-up: $65,000.
Third:
$45,000.
Also-rans: $85,000 to be
divvied up.
“This is really important for me,”
Henderson said in announcing the
upgraded money haul. “I’m a female
executive. I watch how much time,
blood, sweat and tears these women
put into this. I always knew it was
the right thing to do. There’s no
looking back.”
Well, let’s take a fleeting look
back for perspective, shall we?
A year ago, the men were
shooting for a $293,000 pot of
gold and the women $165,000. The
Kevin Koe team collected $100,500
including cresting and prize money
for winning the Brier, while Chelsea
Carey and her gal pals settled for
$59,000 plus much-coveted trinkets
as Scotties champions.
That was a lot less pay for equal
work, and we won’t mention things
like breast feeding, changing diapers
between draws, pregnancy, or the
wrong time of the month. It’s a
tough gig.
But the women are no longer
second-hand Roses, and it surely
helped that one of their own is at the
top of the food chain.
Here’s the wonderful thing about
curling and Pebble People, though:
What’s good for the goose is often good
for the gander. Consider:
The Grand Slam of Curling has
offered equal prize sharing since 2012,
when Sportsnet bought the property.
Women and men aren’t shy about
sharing the same pebble. More to
the point, Rachel Homan and her
gal pals were invited to compete in
the 2016 Elite 10 men’s event and
beat Charley Thomas, and Shannon
Kleibrink skipped an Alberta team
to the Canadian mixed title in 2004.
Up in the broadcast booth, women

“

I’m a female
executive. I
watch how
much time,
blood, sweat
and tears
these women
put into this.

—

Katherine
Henderson

Chelsea Carey will be playing for
equal money at the Scotties this year.

(Vera Pezer, Linda Moore, Cheryl
Bernard, Joan McCusker, Cathy
Gauthier) have been given equal
voice during men’s games on TSN,
Sportsnet and CBC dating back to the
1980s. In this area, other sports have
been playing catch-up.
The women appear to be as
popular as the men, with last year’s
Scotties final between Carey and
Homan attracting 762,000 viewers
on TSN compared to 659,000 for
the Brier title game featuring Koe
and Brendan Bottcher. True, the

boys did better at the box office
across the week, but not so much
that it was unreasonable to steal
from Peter to pay Paula a tad more
to achieve earnings equity.
“Curling has always been
a leader in that area,” former
Canadian and world champion skip
Jennifer Jones told Devin Heroux of
the CBC. “We’ve always had equal
time on TV. Now we have equal
pay at our national championship.
It makes us proud to be curlers and
role models for all these young

women chasing their dreams. As a
mom of daughters, I want them to
be able to reach for the stars and do
it in an equal way.
“I’ve always felt as though our
game was fairly similar to the men’s
game. I’ve never felt slighted that
way. We’ve felt like superstars. It was
kind of icing on the cake for me.”
More like the cherry on top.
(Patti Dawn Swansson has been
writing about curling since the
early 1970s, and even got paid to
do it.)

CONTINENTAL CUP SCOREBOARD
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COMBINED TOTAL POINTS

EUROPE 20.5

CANADA 6.5

LINESCORES
LINESCORES
Draw 7
Scramble (Men’s skips)

POINT STANDINGS
TEAM EUROPE

1 2
*1 0
0 0

3
0
1

4
0
0

5
2
0

6
0
3

7
3
0

8			
Pts
0 — 6		0.5
2— 6		0.5

Canada (Koe)
Europe (Edin)

1 2
*0 0
0 1

3
2
0

4
0
1

5
1
0

6
0
0

7
1
0

8			
Pts
0 — 4		0.5
2— 4		0.5

Canada (Bottcher)
Europe (Mouat)

1 2
0 1
*1 0

3
0
0

4
0
1

5
0
1

6
0
2

7 8			
Pts
0 x — 1		 0
2		x — 7		 1

Draw 8

			 Mixed			

Mixed Doubles

Team		Doubles Scramble Skins
Men

Canada (Epping)
Europe (Schwarz)

Total

3				

2.5		

0		

5.5

Women 2				

1.5		

0		

3.5

Mixed			 6.5		

5		

0		

11.5

TOTAL 5		 6.5		

69		

0		

20.5

1 2
Europe (de Cruz/Barbezat) 0 0
Can. (Epping/Weagle) *1 1

3
3
0

4
0
2

5
2
0

6
2
0

7
1
0

8			
Pts
x — 8		 1
x — 4		 0

1 2
Europe (Wrana/Knochenhauer) *0 0
Can (Njegovan/Neufeld) 4 1

3
1
0

4
1
0

5
0
1

6
2
0

7
0
1

8			
Pts
3— 7		
0.5
0— 7		0

1 2
Europe (Lammie/Muirhead) *4 3
Can. (Homan/Hebert)
0 0

3
0
1

4
2
0

5
0
1

6
1
0

7
x
x

8			
Pts
x— 10		1
x — 2		0

Do you see what I see? Lauren Gray (front)
keeps a close eye on the incoming rock.

Draw 9
Mixed Scramble

TEAM CANADA

Canada (Fleury)
Europe (Paetz)

1 2
0 1
*2 0

3
0
0

4
1
0

5
1
0

6
0
3

7
0
1

8			
Pts
0— 3		0
1— 7		 1

Canada (Homan)
Europe (Hasselborg)

1 2
1 0
*0 2

3
2
0

4
0
3

5
1
0

6
0
2

7
0
2

8			
Pts
x — 4		 0
x — 9		 1

Canada (Carey)
Europe (Muirhead)

1 2
*2 1
0 0

3
0
3

4
0
4

5
2
0

6
0
2

7
0
2

8			
Pts
x — 5		 0
x— 11		 1

			 Mixed			
Team		Doubles Scramble Skins
Men

0		

Total

0		

0.5		

0		

0.5

Women 1				

1.5		

0		

2.5

Mixed			 2.5		

1		

0		

3.5

TOTAL 1		 2.5		

3		

0		

6.5

* — Last-rock advantage

Two Manitobans work together: B.J. Neufeld
(left) and Selena Njegovan.
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CUP
NOTEBOOK

The weather in London Saturday was 12
C and heavy rain.
The weather in Yorkton, Sask., where
many of the curlers competing here this
week will head to for a Grand Slam event
next week, was minus 17 with windchill in
the low -20s. By Tuesday, when the event
begins, Yorkton’s forecast is for minus 28
with windchill minus 32 and on Wednesday
the windchill is be minus 36.
It will be a shock to the body and, as
Bruce Mouat of Scotland said Saturday, it
will be strange.
“We’re kind of used to the wet weather
you have here right now because obviously
we live in Scotland, so we’re used to that,”
he said. “Going to Yorkton, that’s going to
be quite weird for us. But we were in North
Battleford last year and it was minus 35,
windchill.”
Needless to say the European curlers
come with huge suitcases.
“Very big,” said Mouat. “We packed for
all types of weather to be honest. We’ve got
massive jackets with us, we’ve got thermals,
so we should be good.”
n n n

CURLING
FANS
GET
CURLING FANS GET
CLOSER
LIVE.
CLOSER LIVE.

The ice techs are holding their own despite
significant rainfall in the London area. Rain is
one of an icemakers worst enemies, especially
if the temperature outside is warm, but it’s
been OK for now, says head icemaker Jon
Wall.
“If the temperature outside stays warm, and
there’s a lot of moisture in the air, we could
be in for a rough day,” he said on a soggy
Saturday.
The day broke wet and warm (12 C) and
there was some frost buildup in the early
draw, but as the temperature dropped, the frost
cleared up for the afternoon draw.
n n n
It wasn’t the greatest of birthdays Saturday
for Team Canada skip Kevin Koe. The Calgary
native turned 45 but had no plans for any celebration. Neither did his team, although captain
David Nedohin said there may be a cocktail
involved after the evening draw.
Koe, who played long-time rival Niklas Edin
to a 4-4 draw in his only action Saturday, said
while he knew his day was this week he was too
busy to realize it was Saturday. And with his wife
and children back home in Calgary, there’s not
even a family dinner.
“No plans,” he said. “Be here to cheer on the
team, hoping we get some wins.”
Team Canada was trailing Team Europe
badly and needed all the wins they could get in
their bid to regain the OK Tire and BKT Tires
Continental Cup.

SINGLE DRAW
DRAW TICKETS
TICKETS FROM
FROM $20.20
$20.20
SINGLE
BUY
TICKETS
NOW
AT CURLING.CA
CURLING.CA
SINGLE
DRAWNOW
TICKETS
FROM $20.20
BUY
TICKETS
AT
BUY TICKETS NOW AT CURLING.CA

2020 OK
OK TIRE
TIRE &
& BKT
BKT TIRES
TIRES CONTINENTAL
CONTINENTAL CUP
CUP
2020
JAN.
9–12
SPORTS
CENTRECUP
AT
2020 OK TIRE &JAN.
BKT9–12
TIRES|| SPORTS
CONTINENTAL
CENTRE
AT
WESTERN
FAIRCENTRE
DISTRICT
JAN. 9–12
| SPORTS
AT
WESTERN
FAIR
DISTRICT
WESTERN FAIR DISTRICT

TH E OK TI R E & B KT TI R ES C ON T I N E N TA L C U P O F C U R L I N G I S A P R O P E RT Y O F C U R L I N G C A N A D A’S S E A S O N O F C H A M P I O N S .
TH E OK TI R E & B KT TI R ES C ON T I N E N TA L C U P O F C U R L I N G I S A P R O P E RT Y O F C U R L I N G C A N A D A’S S E A S O N O F C H A M P I O N S .

TH E OK TI R E & B KT TI R ES C ON T I N E N TA L C U P O F C U R L I N G I S A P R O P E RT Y O F C U R L I N G C A N A D A’S S E A S O N O F C H A M P I O N S .

Top 5
1

Dominance

Who saw this coming?
Team Canada or Team
North America has
dominated this event
almost from its inception,
but Team Europe kicked
the stuffing out of the
Canadians over the first
two days in London — and
looked great doing it.
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Takeaways from the OK Tire
& BKT Tires Continental Cup

2

Bravo, fans

Londoners must love their
curling because they have
supported this event from
the get-go. But it has been
more than that. They have
really gotten into the spirit
of the game, cheering,
clapping and banging away
with those clappers. Well
done, folks.

3

Media friendly

Perhaps it’s because they
don’t earn million-dollar
salaries or maybe they
were just taught to respect
others. Whatever, the
curlers here have handled
themselves amazingly well:
interacting with the fans and
not turning down a single
media interview request.

4

Rain, rain!

Curling fans are
accustomed to snow at
major curling events but the
heavy rain put a damper on
things on the weekend. But
you can’t control Mother
Nature and the curlers
and fans went about their
business with a smile on
their faces.

5

Hospitality

The mark of a great
event is not always the
play on the ice. The host
community also has a lot
to do with it, and London
did itself proud this week.
It was not hard to have
a good experience in
London where people
were helpful and friendly.

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA

DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE!

Get your 2020 Men of Curling Calendar while quantities last.

Order today: menofcurling.ca

Every calendar purchased will support Curling
Canada’s philanthropic youth programs.

