
AN ICE DAYAN ICE DAY
n Talented Europeans take early lead after hot start
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Thursday was a tough opening day for 
Team Canada at the OK Tire & BKT 
Tires Continental Cup, presented by 

Service Experts Heating, Air Conditioning and 
Plumbing. Seeking to regain the title they lost 
last year to Team World, the Canadians came 
up short in all three draws Thursday and left 
the day trailing Team Europe 7-2.

The success of the day for Team Europe 
was punctuated by a clean sweep of the eve-
ning’s team matches: Bruce Mount of Scot-
land beat John Epping 9-5, Peter de Cruz 
of Switzerland scored deuces in the second, 
third and fourth ends to stun Kevin Koe 7-6 
and Anna Hasselborg of Sweden scored four 
in the third to beat Chelsea Carey 6-3.

“Obviously disappointing to lose, 
especially since we could have used a win 
for sure,” Koe said after his loss. “I guess 

the good news is we have lots of games left. 
But you don’t want to dig yourself too big 
a hole. We did that last year, made it close 
at the end (but lost the title to Team World 
to end a six-year North American winning 
streak.) We’re going to have to bounce back 
tomorrow as a team, the whole team.”

This year’s OK Tire & BKT Tires Con-
tinental Cup format pits Team Canada against 
Team Europe in a series of team play, mixed 
doubles, scrambles and skins games. Teams 
earn points by winning games and the first to 
score 30.5 points is declared champion.

Team Europe won two of three matches 
in each of the team and mixed doubles play 
earlier in the day, led by four-time world 
champion Niklas Edin of Sweden. He beat 
Brendan Bottcher 7-5 in the opening draw 
team game and then teamed with Sofia 
Mabergs to earn another point in mixed 
doubles.

It was a different moment for Edin in 
the mixed doubles as he had to stand back 

and watch Mabergs, lead for Hasselborg’s 
Olympic championship team, make a dif-
ficult, last-rock double to score five in the 
final end for a 10-6 win over Emma Miskew 
and Colton Flasch.

“That last rock was not easy,” said Edin 
who enjoyed not having to make the pres-
sure shot to determine the game’s outcome. 
“I felt we played better the whole game, 
especially Sofia played so well, especially 
on the hard ones. She made a great runback 
earlier, too, so I felt like we should go for 
this (on last rock). I think you’ll make it. 
She made it perfectly. A real difficult shot 
but perfect execution so I think it was well-
deserved points.”

Mabergs, who is familiar with draw 
shots as a lead but rarely gets to play take-
outs or doubles, admitted it was a tough spot 
and she was nervous in the hack.

“Yeah, absolutely, but it’s a good 
nervousness,” she said. “There was a lot of 
adrenalin, but I like it.”

Canada’s only win in the mixed doubles 
came from Edmontonians Brad Thiessen 
and Sarah Wilkes who scored two in the first 
end and stole three in the second en route 
to a 10-4 win over Grant Hardie and Vicky 
Weight.

Team Canada’s only win in the morning 
team draw came from Rachel Homan and 
her Ottawa-based foursome. Homan scored 
deuces in the second and fourth ends and 
hung on for a 6-5 win over reigning world 
champion Silvana Tirinzoni of Switzerland. 
Homan had to draw the four-foot against 
two Tirinzoni stones with her final stone to 
seal the win.

“The girls were watching the lines and 
made the best guess on that last one,” said 
Homan. “We hadn’t seen the out-turn all 
game, so it was a great guess and a great 
sweep.”

The competition continues today with 
two draws of scramble and one mixed 
ddoubles.

Canadians say ouch!Canadians say ouch!
Team Canada’s Rachel Homan (cen-
tre) earned the first point for her side 
with a win Thursday morning against 
Europe’s Silvana Tirinzoni.

By JOHN KOROBANIK
Morning Cup Associate Editor

9:30 a.m.
Scramble

Sheet A — Fleury/Miskew/Fyfe/Weagle (Canada) vs.

Tirinzoni/McManus/Neuenschwander/Mabergs (Europe)

Sheet B — Bottcher/Fry/Thiessen/Hebert (Canada) vs.

Edin/Hardie/Wrana/McMillan (Europe)

Sheet C — Homan/Wilkes/Courtney/Brown (Canada) vs.

Muirhead/Patz/Dodds/ Barbezat (Europe)

2 p.m.
 Mixed doubles

Sheet A — Ferguson/Bottcher (Canada) vs. Tirinzoni/

Schwarz (Europe)
Sheet B — Fleury/Laing(Canada) vs. Hasselborg/Eriks-

son (Europe)
Sheet C — Carey/Camm (Canada)  vs. Dodds/Mouat 

(Europe) 7:30 p.m.
Scramble

Sheet A — Koe/Moulding/Flasch/Laing (Canada) vs.

Schwarz/Eriksson/de Cruz/ Sundgren (Europe)

Sheet B — Carey/Njegovan/Ferguson/MacCuish (Cana-

da) vs. Hasselborg/Gray/Knochenhauer/Wright (Europe)

Sheet C — Epping/Neufeld/Camm/Martin (Canada) vs. 

Mouat/Michel/Lammie/Tanner (Europe)

 

TODAY’S 
MATCHUPS



MORNING CUP • JANUARY 10 • 2020   |  PAGE 3

Need help in a hurry?
Service Experts Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing 

Canada is proud to present the 2020 OK Tire, BKT Tires 
Continental Cup of Curling.

As a dedicated supporter of our local communities since 1875, 
Service Experts Canada is honoured to be sponsoring this fantastic 

event and we welcome all athletes and fans to London.

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS, 24/7
© 2019 Service Experts, Service Experts Heating & Air Conditioning, and the Service Experts logo and 
design are registered trademarks of Service Experts LLC and used under license by SE Canada Inc.

886-EXPERTS
ServiceExperts.ca

Continental Cup
Points Tracker

  

Today

Draw Time Event

1. 9:30 a.m. Team competition (3 points)

2. 2  p.m. Mixed doubles (3 points)

3. 7:30 p.m. Team competition (3 points)

Friday

Draw Time Event

4. 9:30 a.m. Scramble (3 points)

5. 2 p.m. Mixed doubles (3 points)

6. 7:30 p.m. Scramble (3 points)

Saturday

Draw Time Event

7. 9:30 a.m. Mixed scramble (3 points)

8. 2:30 p.m. Mixed doubles (3 points)

9. 7:30 p.m. Mixed scramble (3 points)

Sunday

Draw Time Event

10. 2 p.m. Skins competition (15 points)

11. 7 p.m. Skins competition (18 points)

1

1 2

30

2

http://serviceexperts.ca
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HURRYHARD.COMTRIPLEBOGEY.COM
#KINGOFTHERINGS#BETTERHITANOTHER

Q&AQ&A

What was the happiest moment in your life? Sneaking into Mom’s kitchen.
If you knew that this was your last day on earth, how would you spend it? Riding a 

motorcycle with touch more risk
If you were granted three wishes, what would you ask for? Respect of my 

teammates, never be sick and 0 calorie Donuts.
What is the one thing you wish you could do if given the chance? Go to space.
Got a phobia you want to share? I hate birds!
What is the strangest thing you’ve ever eaten? Haggis.
If you were stranded on an island, what are the three most important things that 

you think you would need? A pan, a Swiss army knife, Sir Alex autobiography.
How do you think the world is going to end? In flames or an ice age? Ask Trump.
What is your definition of an incredible weekend? Loads of food.
What are the five things you cannot do without? Curling shoes, credit card, passport, 

Netflix, toilet paper.
Who or what inspires you? Family.
Describe your life in one word: Lucky.
Have you changed much since school? No. Still a clown.
What is the thing you’re most afraid of? Scared of heights
What is the worst job you could have? Window cleaner in Manhattan.
What is the one thing you own you wish you didn’t? My gaming console! I love it 

too much.
If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go and why? India. Total 

chaos is actually beautiful! 
What is your best physical feature? My teeth.
What three things can always be found in your refrigerator? Gruyère cheese, eggs, beer.
Favourite musician(s)/bands you’ve seen in concert? Kings of Leon! 
Name one thing you worry about. My poor little white skin in the sun.
Favourite accent? Irish one is pretty fun
Did you ever accept a dare that you accepted. If so, what? No I always chicken out.
 

Peter de Cruz
Skip Team Europe

http://start.ca
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Rent Today:
1-877-217-8673
accessstorage.ca

STORAGE NEAR YOU
4 WEEKS FREE!

*based on availability

Brad Thiessen (left) and Karrick Martin work the 

brushes on Brendan Bottcher’s shot. B.J. Neufeld gets low behind the rock.

http://accessstorage.ca
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Your guide to London’s upcoming Events, Attractions, 
Dining, Shopping, Places to Stay & more!

WELCOME
BIENVENUE

LONDONTOURISM.CA

New program makes Canadian curling experts available to help

Great athletes don’t necessarily make great coaches. 
Those same great athletes do, however, have a wealth 
of wisdom and experience that could be invaluable 

to others chasing sporting dreams. So Curling Canada has 
taken steps to give those athletes the opportunity to impart 
their knowledge to Canadian curlers.

It’s called the High Performance Consultant Program and 
it’s designed to have those prior, or even present, champions 
work with teams at sanctioned men’s, women’s and mixed 
doubles championships.  It means the vast array of Olympic, 
world and national champions across the country can now 
work with the country’s elite curlers to give them another 
boost in their pursuit of their curling goals.

Olympic and world champion Marc Kennedy says the 
program could be invaluable to young elite teams.

“Say a young Alberta team can have the advantage of 
having Kevin Martin on the bench for a Brier, just to learn, 
to know what the week is like, what to do between games, 
that’s invaluable. Whether they have a good week or not, 
how much are they going to learn in those seven days with 
somebody like a Kevin Martin or a Wayne Middaugh or a 

John Morris? “
The consultants are not coaches and there is a major 

difference. Coaches have to pass an intense series of coaching 
courses that could take as long as two years to earn the coach 
designation. Consultants have to have won a Scotties, Brier, 
Canada Cup, Olympic Trials or three Grand Slam events but 
do not have to go through the coaching courses.

For the curlers, that’s a monumental difference.
“You wonder why Canadian coaches are going 

elsewhere? Because they don’t have to take a bunch of 
coaching courses, and also because they get paid more,” 
says two-time Scotties champion Chelsea Carey of 
Calgary. “You’re making your top competitive curlers 
spend their weekends taking courses to learn things they 
already know.”

Carey says she understands the value of coaching 
courses, but with today’s teams having consultants for 
mental and physical preparations, beyond their team coach, 
it only makes sense to have curling experts available to help.

“The high-performance consultants are curling experts. 
That’s their job. They don’t need the coaching stuff. Their 
job is to provide advice on the game itself, about strategy 
and things.”

Champions like Jeff Stoughton of Martin, or even 
current players like Brad Gushue or Glenn Howard, could 
be available to offer tips during the course of events.

Knowledge a powerful toolKnowledge a powerful tool
By JOHN KOROBANK
Morning Cup Associate Editor““ We’re very 

fortunate in 
Canada to 
have such 
a pool of 
experienced 
players who 
want to give 
back to the 
sport by 
working with 
today’s teams. 

 — Rick Lang

http://londontourism.ca
http://bluestoneproperties.com
http://curlshop.ca
http://curling.ca/2020continentalcup/local-partners/
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“Just talk to us about maybe a little 
bit different strategy, a viewpoint we 
hadn’t seen, or maybe something about 
the ice … and tendency we didn’t see,” 
said Carey. “They’ve played at a high 
level and might have some insight that 
we don’t have …. It’s about them helping 
us to beat the world.

“If you make them take a bunch of 
courses they’re probably not going to do it. 
But if they let them just come out they’ll help 
the Canadian curlers.”

A five-member panel oversees the 
program, including chair Rick Lang, 
Kennedy, retired curlers Jill Officer and 
Scott Pfeifer, and Jennifer Ferris. Managing 
Director of the Ontario Curling Council who 
oversees the OCC’s webinar program for 
coach and athlete development.

“We’re very fortunate in Canada to have 
such a pool of experienced players who want 
to give back to the sport by working with 
today’s teams,” said Lang, Canada’s former 
national men’s coach and a three-time Brier 
and two-time world champion as a player. 
“I’m really hopeful that our Canadian teams 
take advantage of what’s on offer from 
the list of High Performance Consultants, 
because there’s no doubt it will help them 
achieve their goals.”

“We want to make sure our high-
performance teams have every resource 
possible to make them the best in the world,” 

added Lang who said the response from 
curlers has been mixed but positive. “With 
the current coaching requirements, a lot 
of our former champions don’t have those 
requirements, and it’s a two-year program 
to get it. So there’s many of them who want 
to be out there helping but say I’m not in a 
position, or I don’t want to go through two 
years of further education on the game.”

On that point many of the current players, 
including Carey and Kennedy, definitely 
agree.

“Thinking of myself going forward I 
would love to sit in with a young team at 
the Brier, but not have to give up three or 
four weekends with my family to do so,” 
says Kennedy, who won Olympic and world 
titles with Kevin Martin and Kevin Koe and 
now plays with the Brad Jacobs team. “I feel 
my curling knowledge is high enough that I 
can help already without going through the 
coaching program.

“I know there’s players who want to give 
back and coach and be on the bench for a 
Brier but couldn’t do it. We’ve needed this 
for a long time … to get the wisdom and 
experience of some of our top players to help 
our young teams. Now it’s available, without 
the curlers having to go through the coaching 
process that most of them don’t have the 
time or don’t want to go through it. I have 
the wisdom and experience now and I want 
to give back right now.”

Chelsea Carey has a lot to offer young Canadian curlers to improve.

http://bes.com
http://curling.ca/stones
http://ineedpins.com
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LONDON 2020
THE PATCH IS LOCATED ON  
THE GROUNDS OF THE 
WESTERN FAIR DISTRICT  
JUST ACROSS THE PEDWAY  
IN THE CAROUSEL ROOM.

Open Daily @ 12 noon

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE

Food
Burgers & Fries, Spaghetti & Meatballs or 

Perogies & Farmers Sausage, as always, the  
Patch Menu is sure to satisfy your cravings!

Fun & 
Games

YOU’D BETTER BELEIVE IT!
Don’t miss out on AGI COOL SHOTS —  

a free-to -play mini curling game in the 
PATCH — with a daily $50 prize!  

The ultimate champion (Sunday, Jan. 12)
wins $250 and the runner up wins $150!

& try your luck at CURLING PONG, GIANT 
YAHTZEE, DOMINOS, SNAKES & LADDERS or  

Magnetic DARTS — to name just a few.

The Patch is 
championship curling’s 
legendary party place! 

Fans are guaranteed 
a rockin’ good time, 
highlighted by a 
nightly lineup of live 
entertainment on 
the Start.ca Stage 
and fuelled by a tasty 
selection of food  
and beverages.
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THE PATCH IS LOCATED ON THE GROUNDS OF THE WESTERN FAIR DISTRICT JUST ACROSS THE PEDWAY IN THE CAROUSEL ROOM & IS CASHLESSJOIN US FOR FOUR DAYS & NIGHTS OF MUSIC, GAMES, PRIZES, FOOD, AND — OF COURSE — EVERYONE’S FAVOURITE BARLEY NECTAR

PartyParty
 at the
PatchPatch

WHAT’S HAPPENING ON THE

FRIDAY: SARINA HAGGARTY BAND

CHALLENGE THE ATHLETES  
TO ANY OF THE MANY GAMES  
THAT ARE AVAILABLEBeat THE Pro

STAGE

SATURDAY: GEOFF MASSE BAND

The Geoff 
Masse Band  
is famous for 
playing a lot 
of Canadian 
content and 
the one-hit 
wonders from 
the ’70s.

Her music has gained attention from many in  
the music industry for her soulful songs that  
are beyond her years. 

She is looking forward to releasing her third EP 
in 2020, recorded in EMAC Recording Studios in 
London, Ontario.
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Chemistry, personalities, player’s 
preferences, records and strategy 
… they’re all factors that went 

into discussion by the coaching staffs in 
making their decisions for the lineups 
in this week’s OK Tire & BKT Tires 
Continental Cup, presented by Service 
Experts Heating, Air Conditioning and 
Plumbing.

Some decisions are easy, others 
difficult. No doubt there’s plenty of 
second-guessing after results don’t 
turn out the way the coaches and team 
captains figured.

So when Team Canada coach Jeff 
Stoughton captain David Nedohin 
and assistant coach Heather Nedohin 
sat down across from Team Europe 
coach David Murdoch, captain 

Fredrik Lindberg and assistant coach 
Christoffer Svae Wednesday afternoon 
to make selections for the opening day 
of play, there was plenty of discussion.

For Murdoch, who is looking to retain 
the Continental Cup Trophy after leading 
Team World to victory last year, the 
decisions were a little easier because he’s 
dealing with pretty much the same team 
as last year.

 “Still, you have to consider who won, 
who lost and how do you adjust with that, 
so a couple of changes in there,” he said. 
“But we’ve got such great dynamics on 
this team and I think it’s a little easier 
for us that we only have three countries. 
Potentially there are six and that makes it 
a little bit easier with the language so it’s 
a bit easier to make the teams.”

Teams’ braintrust plot
ice strategy for the week

DECISIONS, DECISIONS!DECISIONS, DECISIONS!
By JOHN KOROBANIK

Morning Cup Associate Editor

Canadian team captain David Nedohin (centre) discusses strategy with 
Lisa Weagle (left) and Rachel Homan.

http://curlshop.ca
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BrigadeBucket BrigadeBucket BrigadeBucket Brigade
3RD END BREAK  |  7:30 P.M. GAME

SATURDAY, JAN. 11

Supporting youth curling programs across Canada

Brigade
 END BREAK  |  7:30 P.M. GAME

BrigadeBrigadeBrigadeBrigade
Official Supporter of the 2020 OK Tire & BKT Tires Continental Cup.

BrokerLink knows curling is part of what makes our country so great, which 
is why weʼre proud to be an Official Supporter of the 2020 OK Tire & BKT 
Tires Continental Cup.

Nedohin said his priority concern 
in making selections was ensuring the 
players would all enjoy the week.

 “Part of the selection process is 
figuring out where the chemistry is, 
who wants to play at what times and 
maybe against who,” he said. “Maybe 
it’s a matter of playing somebody they 
haven’t played that much or someone 
they look forward to playing. There’s 
strategy in terms of who plays well 
against somebody else.

“But the other side of it is how do you 
make sure everybody is having a good 
time doing it, so they put on a great show 
… if they’re having fun they’re probably 
going to play very well.”

Both former world champions agree 
personality was one of the key factors 
involved.

“Absolutely. That’s what brings 
the energy at times,” said Murdoch 
“Everyone’s got slightly different roles. 
It’s the same for us, the coaches, we all 
bring something different to the week, to 
motivate the team.

“Generally we’re on the same page. 
We’re very analytical, we really analyze 
how the teams have performed, what 
the chemistry could be and what is our 
strategy against what we think they would 
produce as teams. So we’ve put a lot of 
thought into it, a lot of discussion between 
me, Freddy and Chris.”

While the coaches all have power-

packed teams and players to chose from 
there are still some matchups they try to 
avoid.

“There’s some key matchups that, for 
whatever reason, one player has another’s 
number, so we try to line that up or avoid 
it,” agreed Nedohin. “But really, these 
teams play each other so much during the 
year they’re going to have wins and losses 
against everybody so it’s more about, 
especially early in the week, just figuring 
out how you get the best chemistry to 
build momentum towards the end of the 
week.

“And then when we get into Saturday, 
Sunday, that’s when you’re really seeing 
who’s playing well here this week against 
who and trying to be strategic a little bit 
more for those matchups.”

As the teams chase to be first to 30.5 
points and the championship, there are 15 
points to be won Thursday and Friday in 
the team and mixed doubles competitions. 
But there are 12 points available in 
Saturday’s team scrambles and 33 points 
in Sunday’s skins games.

So when the coaching staffs meet 
on Friday and Saturday to pick their 
lineups for each of the following days, 

the decision in those meetings are critical. 
But after Wednesday, Team Canada was 
satisfied with how the process went.

“We went into the meeting with a 
general idea of who we wanted in certain 
matchups,” said Nedohin. “But I think by 
the third pick I was kind of throwing (that) 
out the window because the Europeans 
will put out somebody to match, or put out 
somebody first, and you go, oh we want 
this player against them, we didn’t have 
him scheduled until later in the day, so 
we had to change that on the fly to get the 
matchup we wanted.

“We had a good game plan going in 
and I think when we walked out of the 
meeting we felt like we probably executed 
it pretty well. ”

How well will be determined day 
by day. And while the OK Tire & BKT 
Tires Continental Cup is considered a 
fun event for the players, make no 
doubt every player involved is out to 
win, not just the trophy but also their 
share of the $135,000 prize pot.

“As much as it’s about putting on 
a great show, everybody here is here 
to win it all,” said Nedohin. “They’re 
competitors, there’s nobody who hates 
losing more than the people here. So you 
really work towards Saturday and Sunday 
and really see who is going to be in those 
key matchups come Saturday and Sunday, 
so we give ourselves our best chance to 
win.”

“Everyone’s got 
slightly different 
roles. It’s the 
same for us, the 
coaches, we all 
bring something 
different to 
the week, to 
motivate the 
team.

 — David Murdoch

https://www.curling.ca/foundation/
http://brokerlink.ca
http://enterprise.ca
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“You don’t 
really 
need the 
numbers if 
you have 
really 
strong 
players. 

 — Niklas Edin

What’s up with Sweden and curl-
ing?

No, really?
Every time you turn around these days, 

the country’s two best teams, Niklas Edin 
(men) and Anna Hasselborg (women), 
seem to be winning one event or another. 
And if they don’t win the thing, they are 
right there at the end.

Let’s see now, just last November in 
Helsingborg, Sweden, they won the Euro-
pean curling championships. OK, so they had 
home team advantage, but it was Edin’s sixth 
European title in the last eight years, and 
seventh overall. Let’s face it, he’s rag-dolling 
the opposition in Europe. Hasselborg, who 
hasn’t been around nearly as long as Edin, 
won her second title in a row.

But a much bigger deal is that Hassel-
borg is the reigning Olympic gold-medal 
champion while Edin won silver. And that’s not all. Edin is coming 
off back-to-back world championships and will likely be in the field 
to try for a three-peat this spring. His latest world title tied Canadian 
Ernie Richardson’s record for most world titles as a skip with four.

SEE SWEDES OPPOSITE PAGE

Sweden isSweden is

Edin, Hasselborg among the best
in the world, year in and year out

leadin’leadin’ DAVE
KOMOSKY
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Hasselborg, meanwhile, won world silver 
last season and is a good bet to win her first 
world title this year in Prince George, B.C.

And on and on it goes. When the two 
teams come to North America, particularly 
Canada, it’s the same tractor-pull. The Swedes 
are usually among the favourites to win these 
days. 

And it’s not like Edin and Hasselborg have 
put Sweden on the curling map. They haven’t. 
Elisabet Gustafson is a four-time women’s 
European and world champion and 1998 
Olympic gold-medal champion. Peja Lind-
holm was no slouch in the men’s game, either. 
He won three world championships and many 
regard him as the best European skip ever.

So again, what’s with the Swedes? It’s not 
like they come from a hotbed of curling. The 
fact is, curling is well down the list of activi-
ties Swedes like to pursue during those long, 
winter Scandinavian days. Young Swedes ski 
and skate, and their heroes have largely been 
in those sports.

But the fact is Sweden, thanks to some 
fabulous teams, have made Sweden a power-
house in the sport on a global level, despite the 
small number of people who have taken up the 
game in the country. It’s the equivalent of the 
Millennium Falcon pulling in the Death Star. 
The country is punching way above its weight.

Ask the combatants, and they’ll agree 
their’s is an all-star team from their country. 
But there’s not that much lettuce in the garden 
to build such a robust salad. It must go beyond 

that.
Edin agrees there’s not a lot of curlers in 

his country, but they make the most out of it 
by putting together the four best and then go to 
work. And that’s work with a capital W.

“For our team we’ve been around for 
about ten years now and we’ve put together 
a strong lineup,” says Edin. who is in Lon-
don this week representing Team Europe in 
the 2020 OK Tire & BKT Tires Continental 
Cup, presented by Service Experts Heating, Air 
Conditioning and Plumbing. “I’ve played with 
different teams and we’ve put together the 
strongest lineup we can. The guys are willing 
to move to the same city, work hard for it and 
do all the travelling. You don’t really need 
the numbers if you have really strong players. 
As long as you can find four players who are 
like-minded and work hard, they’re going to 
be really good.”

Edin has that. His lineup of lead Christof-
fer Sundgren, second Rasmus Wrana and third 
Oskar Eriksson put in the time and effort to 
become one of the best teams in the world 
— if not the best. And they’ve done it with 
a couple of huge disadvantages. They are 
always facing a cash crunch, and they have to 
travel great distances to play. They seem to be 
forever on the road, but despite that, they keep 
winning.

It’s the same for Hasselborg and her lineup 
of lead Sofia Mabergs, second Agnes Kno-
chenhauer and third Sara McManus.

“We’re good in a lot of different sports in 
Sweden,” says Edin. “We have world-class 
athletes in 25 different sports. We use a lot of 
different things in our practice and training. 
We’re not just dedicated curlers. We use a lot 
of different ways to improve. Maybe that’s 
something that sets us (Swedes) apart.” 

Swedes
FROM PAGE 12

Anna Hasselborg of Sweden is the reigning Olympic gold-medal champion.

http://curlshop.ca
https://www.curling.ca/corporate-partners/
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LINESCORESLINESCORES
LINESCORES

Draw 1

Team
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8   Pts
Canada (Homan) 0 2 0 2 0 1 0 1 — 6  1
Europe (Tirinzoni) *1 0 1 0 2 0 1 0 —5  0

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8   Pts
Canada (Bottcher) 0 2 0 2 0 1 0 x — 5  0
Europe (Edin) *1 0 2 0 2 0 2 x — 7  1

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8   Pts
Canada  (Fleury) 0 1 0 0 3 0 x x — 4  0
Europe (Muirhead) *1 0 3 4 0 3 x x — 11  1

Draw 2

Mixed Doubles
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8   Pts
Europe (Michel/Paetz) *1 0 1 0 3 2 3 x — 10  1
Can. (Moulding/MacCuish) 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 x — 4  0

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8   Pts
Europe (Edin/Mabergs) 1 1 0 2 0 1 0 5 — 10  1
Can (EMiskew/Flasch) *0 0 2 0 1 0 3 0 — 6  0

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8   Pts
Europe (Hardie/Wright) 0 0 1 1 0 2 0 x — 4  0
Can. (Thiessen/Wilkes) *2 3 0 0 2 0 3 x — 10  1

Draw 3

Team
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8   Pts
Canada (Epping) 0 1 0 1 0 3 0 x — 5  0
Europe (Mouat) *3 0 1 0 2 0 3 x — 9  1

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8   Pts
Canada (Carey) 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 x — 3  0
Europe (Hasselborg) *0 0 4 0 1 1 0 x — 6  1

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8   Pts
Canada (Koe) 0 1 0 0 2 0 2 1 — 6  0
Europe (de Cruz) *2 0 2 2 0 1 0 0 — 7  1

* — Last-rock advantage

POINT STANDINGSPOINT STANDINGS

TEAM EUROPE
   Mixed        Mixed 
 Team  Doubles Scramble   Scramble  Total
Men 3  0  0  0  3
Women 2  0  0  0  2
Mixed   2  0  0  2
TOTAL 5  2  0  0  7

TEAM CANADA
   Mixed        Mixed 
 Team  Doubles Scramble   Scramble  Total
Men 0  0  0  0  0
Women 1  0  0  0  1
Mixed   1  0  0  1
TOTAL 1  1  0  0  2

EUROPE 7 CANADA 2

COMBINED TOTAL POINTSCOMBINED TOTAL POINTS
CONTINENTAL CUP SCOREBOARD

Members of Team Canada cheer on their
teammates in Thursday’s opening games.

Team Canada’s Colton Flasch keeps a close 
eye on the target in mixed doubles.
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CLOSER LIVE.
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Two-time world champion turned TV 
commentator Russ Howard says Team 
Europe has to be considered the favourite 
in this year’s 2020 OK Tire & BKT Tires 
Continental Cup, presented by Service Experts 
Heating, Air Conditioning and Plumbing.  Sta-
tistics would back him up with Team Europe 
headed by reigning world champions Niklas 
Edin of Sweden and Silvania Tirinzona of 
Switzerland and Olympic gold medallist 
Anna Hasselborg of Sweden.

But claiming the trophy for a second 
straight year will be a huge task says Team 
Europe coach David Murdoch – who coached 
Team World to last year’s championship.

“That’s a tough one, we’re on Canadian 
soil, they obviously want to get the trophy 
back, so it’s going to be tough,” he said before 
the four-day event kicked off. “But if we get 
motivated and play to the best of our abilities, 
it’s going to be one hell of a last day in the 
skins.

“And obviously it’s slightly different, play-
ing just Canada and what comes with that is 
an even bigger challenge because Canada has 
such depth of teams. I hope it comes down to 
that last rock and we put on a good show.”

n  n  n

It’s become a tradition at many Curling 
Canada Season of Champions events. School 
kids.

And there they were again Thursday morn-
ing for the first draw of the OK Tire & BKT 
Tires Continental Cup. A total of 75 kids from 
St. Mark Catholic School in London were in 
their seats at the The Sports Centre at Western 
Fair District, doing what kids do best — mak-
ing noise.

They were accompanied by three teachers 
from the school, including Grade 5-6 teacher 
Karen Toye.

The kids let out several chants of ‘LET’S 
GO CANADA’ during the draw, and banged  
cardboard clappers against their knees or rink 
boards.

n  n  n

Online bidding ends Tuesday for team 
jerseys and 10 custom designed For the Love 
of Curling stones, autographed by all partici-
pating team skips in the 2020 OK Tire & BKT 
Tires Continental Cup. Each stone was donated 
by Canada Curling Stone Co. and is available 
thanks to the philanthropic support of Lon-
don’s local business community.

All proceeds will support youth curling 
programs across Canada. Visit curling.ca/
stones to place your bid. The online auction 
closes at 11:59 a.m. (EST). 

CUP
NOTEBOOK

http://curling.ca/2020continentalcup
http://curling.ca/2020continentalcup
http://curling.ca/2020continentalcup
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WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA

DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE!
Get your 2020 Men of Curling Calendar while quantities last.

Order today: menofcurling.ca

Every calendar purchased will support Curling 
Canada’s philanthropic youth programs.

Calendar supports charities, programs
The boys are back for another rendition 

of the Men of Curling calendar, featuring 
curlers from four countries across the globe 
and benefitting numerous charitable efforts 
— including Curling Canada’s philanthropic 
programs that support and develop youth 
programs across the country.

“All of the athletes featured in the Men of 
Curling calendar at one point had a dream of 
becoming a high-performance curler and like 
any goal achieved, they were supported by 
their community along the way,” said Brodie 
Bazinet, Curling Canada Foundation manager. 
“Thanks to our valued partnership with The 
Community Fundraiser, a significant portion 
of the proceeds from this calendar will provide 
support for youth curling initiatives across 
the country, which ensures that more young 
athletes will achieve their on- and off-ice 
dreams.”

The calendar, a joint effort by The 
Community Fundraiser and George 
Karrys, the former publisher of The 
Curling News, contains a list of all 2019-

20 curling event dates along with photos 
and bios of the athlete models. Each 
curler sets up his own photoshoot and 
raises funds for the charity of their choice. 
Additionally, a portion of the proceeds 
from every calendar sold supports Curling 
Canada’s youth programs, including the 
For the Love of Curling scholarship, 
which is awarded annually to curling 
student athletes who are balancing sport 
and school.

Three-time national junior and two-
time world junior men’s curling champion 
Tyler Tardi was honoured to receive the 
calendar invitation, considering the clout 
of the athletes previously featured in the 
fundraising initiative.

“When I first saw the e-mail I thought, 
‘What? Me?’. I was honoured to be part of 
the calendar because I’ve always looked up 
to past athletes in it. To be part of it now is 
such a humbling feeling and I can’t wait to 
be in this year’s calendar,” said Tardi.

Tardi selected the Curling Canada 

Foundation 
as his charity 
of choice. He 
received the 
For the Love 
of Curling 
Scholarship in 
2016, which 
supported his 
drive to win an unprecedented three national 
junior titles in a row, along with aiding his 
academic career.

“Curling at a high level while 
succeeding in school is a constant 
balancing act, but it was made easier 
because of the For the Love of Curling 
Scholarship,” said Tardi. “Receiving the 
award had a positive impact on my life 
and I believe it’s important to pass along 
this opportunity to more young curlers. 
I’ve been given so many new connections 
due to Curling Canada’s philanthropic 
programs and I’m grateful for the 
opportunities I’ve been blessed with.”

In 
addition to raising funds for youth 
curling programs, Tardi’s participation will 
also support Childhood Cancer Family 
Support, a cause inspired by the work of his 
dad and long-time coach, Paul Tardi.

Curlers joining Tardi are Canadians John 
Epping, Geoff Walker, Craig Savill, Brad 
Thiessen, Kirk Muyres, Connor Njegovan, 
Robbie Doherty and Team Bottcher, as 
well as Korey Dropkin of the United 
States, Scotland’s Bruce Mouat and Japan’s 
Tsuyoshi Yamaguchi.

The calendars are on sale now 
at menofcurling.com for CDN $34.95 
(shipping and handling included).

A YEARLY TREAT

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/culture/sport.html
http://menofcurling.ca

