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Who’s going to beWho’s going to be

Final Four start sprint to Scotties finish line

QUEEN OF HEARTS?QUEEN OF HEARTS?
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Four teams survive rough and tumble day
Emotional roller-coaster

It is called the Scotties Tournament of 
Hearts but it is an event that includes 
heartbreak for some teams and heart-

stopping moments before victories for 
others

Friday was no different. Four teams, 
including the local favourite — Robyn 
Silvernagle of Saskatchewan (North Bat-
tleford) — experienced the heartbreak of 
elimination in the afternoon draw while 
Krista McCarville of Northern Ontario rode 
a last-end wave of heart-stomping, emo-
tional changes before finally winning the 
final spot in the four-team Page Playoffs.

And Kerri Einarson of Manitoba scored 

a huge 9-6 win over Rachel Homan of 
Ontario in the evening’s final draw to grab 
the No. 1 seed for today’s Page 1-2 playoff 
game. She’ll meet six-time Scotties cham-
pion Jennifer Jones and Team Wild Card 
who had their eight-game winning streak 
ended by an 11-6 loss to Northern Ontario.

Three teams finished with 9-2 records 
and draws to the button gave Manitoba top 
spot followed by Wild Card and Ontario. 
Ontario plays Northern Ontario in the Page 
3-4 game.

 “We weren’t really sure where we 
were with the draw to the button so we 
weren’t sure we were going to get top 
seed,” Einarson said after scoring threes 
in the first and third ends to build her win 
over Ontario. “We just knew if we won 
that game we would be in the 1-2 game. 
We worked really hard all week and re-
ally battled.”

The key shot came in the ninth end when 
Einarson made a tough, thin double to get 
out of trouble and force Ontario to take a 
single.

“That was a big one,” Einarson said of 
the shot. “I thought I was flashing for a mo-

ment, maybe going a little too aggressive 
but my sweepers saved it”

Northern Ontario shocked Team Wild 
Card in the evening with their win but the 
important victory for them came hours ear-
lier when they beat Suzanne Birt of P.E.I. to 
grab the fourth and final playoff spot.

After McCarville scored a deuce in the 
ninth end for a 6-3 lead, Birt and her mates 
forced the game to a last-rock decision in 
the 10th end that saw the Maritimers have 
a chance to score four for the win before 
finally having to settle for a deuce and a 6-5 
loss.

“We always seem to make them a little 
exciting at the end,” said a relieved Mc-
Carville. “I think maybe it put a few more 
wrinkles on my face, more gray hair, what 

more can I ask for?”
What her team had asked for, hoped for, 

coming into the Scotties was to make the 
playoffs and they got their wish, although it 
took seven days and 70 games between the 
16 teams to get it.

So McCarville and company are pumped 
heading into today’s playoffs.

“Being in the playoffs we’re super 
excited,” said McCarville who is playing 
in her eight Scotties and has won silver and 
bronze but hasn’t gotten to the top step. 
“We’re fired up to be playing on that Scot-
ties ice because we don’t get to do this all 
the time. So maybe it’s a little more excit-
ing for us.”

And, added third Kendra Lilly, perhaps 
there’s an advantage for their team because 

of the fact they don’t play the heavy sched-
ule of other teams and are fresher heading 
into the final two days of play. The other 
three teams have the advantage of experi-
ence, especially when it comes to playing 
on arena ice.

“But we have the advantage of, this is 
the peak of our season,” she said. “We plan 
it to peak here, we definitely won’t be ex-
hausted, I think we know how we play; we 
know we don’t have to play every weekend 
to compete with these teams so we want to 
keep going with our game plan.

“Our goal was to make the champion-
ship round and the playoffs and we’ve 
achieved both things. We’ve been in a 3-4 
game multiple times. It’s exactly what we 
wanted to do.”

Manitoba skip Kerri Einarson is in prime position heading into today’s Page Playoffs.

By JOHN KOROBANIK
HeartChart Associate Editor

2020 Scotties TOURNAMENT OF HEARTS
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Team Wild Card’s 
Jennifer Jones will 
play in today’s Page 
Playoffs 1-2 game, 
despite losing her 
final game of the 
Championship Pool 
to Northern Ontario’s 
Krista McCarville.

http://servicemasterrestore.ca
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with DEREK TAYLOR

Team Canada’s Chelsea Carey had a great run as the Canadian champion.

Carey ‘just didn’t have it’
Sometimes the fickle finger of fate 

simply isn’t on your side. No matter how 
much you prepare, no matter how hard you 
work … things just aren’t going to turn out 
the way you hope. Such it was for Chelsea 
Carey and Team Canada at this year’s 
Scotties Tournament of Hearts.

The team came into the Scotties 
confident they had rediscovered their game 
after a couple of rough outings a few weeks 
earlier … only to find out that wasn’t really 
the case.

Carey and her Calgary-based team 
dropped a 9-2 decision to Corryn Brown 
of B.C., Friday afternoon to be officially 
eliminated from the Scotties, losing their bid 
to repeat as champions and now knowing 
they’ll have to give up the Maple Leaf 
jerseys they have worn the last 12 months.

“Disappointing,” was how Carey 
summed up the week. “We just didn’t quite 
have it. We weren’t far off some good 

things; we just couldn’t get it together. We 
showed flashes of it in a couple of games 
but couldn’t produce it as consistently as we 
needed to.”

The team had held a number of practices 
the weeks leading up the Scotties. They 
revisited their game plan on how to play 
10-end games (they only play eight ends on 
the Tour). They rested. They did, said Carey, 
everything they could.

“We had a really good practice weekend 
before we came here,” added second Dana 
Ferguson. “Everyone’s spirits were high, we 
were feeling really good, we were throwing 
really well and we felt ready to go.”

And yet, said Carey, “It just didn’t come 
together this week.”

They were set back on their heels by an 
opening-draw 8-3 loss to Krista McCarville 
of Northern Ontario, recovered to win 
two straight but couldn’t continue that 
momentum.

By JOHN KOROBANIK
HeartChart Associate Editor

Defending champ bows out

http://www.620ckrm.com
http://www.sgi.sk.ca
http://ineedpins.com
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Dr. Hiren Barevadiya
General Dentistry

Moose Jaw Dental Clinic
821 1st Avenue N.W.

Moose Jaw, SK  S6H 3M8

P: 306-693-1064
F: 306-693-3325

W: reginadentalgroup.com
E: reception@moosejawdentalgroup.com

205 52 High St W   |   306.693.8584

Dr. John  •  Dr. Gatrell  •  Dr. Lins  •  Dr. Mitschke

We care about eye care.

“We had one day we played really well a couple of 
games and I was thinking, well that’s good, that’s what 
I wanted to see,” said coach Dan Carey, Chelsea’s dad. 
“The next day it was back to the same stuff. That’s how it 
goes when things aren’t going you way, everything goes 
against you, the ticks, the rubs, the rolls and it just wasn’t 
our week.

“I’m a big believer in fate and fate wasn’t smiling on us 
this week.”

The team of Carey, third Sarah Wilkes, Ferguson and 
lead Rachel Brown went 4-3 in the round-robin to barely 
squeak into the championship pool where they promptly 
lost their first three games to be eliminated.

“It’s been an up and down week and those are the weeks 
that are very hard to capitalize on,” Ferguson said prior to 
the team’s final game Friday evening. “Some things would 
go really well and we lose, sometimes we play bad and got 
away with it. Sometimes I thought we had it for sure and 
there were other times no matter what we do we can’t get 
anything going for us.

“But I feel like sometimes you show up and you have 
no idea … this is the Scotties. The stars have to align for 
you. Last year they did and this year it hasn’t been that 
way.”

So they’ll have to surrender those Team Canada jerseys.
“You know what, I got to wear it so I’m happy about 

that,” said Ferguson. “I’ll be trying hard to get to wear it 
again. I’ll hand it over for a year, I guess.”

Despite their struggles this season, Carey said she and 
her teammates wore the Team Canada jersey proudly.

“I wouldn’t trade it for the world. It’s unfortunate it 
didn’t go better this week, but we wore the maple leaf 
with all the pride we could and that’s all we could do,” 
she said. “You can’t control whether you win or lose. We 
just tried to conduct ourselves in the way we felt Team 
Canada should and I think we did in the face of some 
adversity this week.” B.C. skip Corryn Brown had a good week, but in the end, it wasn’t good enough.

http://moosejawdentalgroup.com
http://tunnelsofmoosejaw.com
http://www.peccicare.com


YOU MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT 

CHERYLCHERYL
BERNARD

ThingsThings

Does motivational 
keynotes for 
corporations

TSN curling 
commentator  
since 2014
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2 Played the accordian growing up. 
Can still pull a mean rendition  
of “Beer Barrel Polka”

Started eating 
raw oysters 
at the age of 
three because 
dad was a 
Maritimer

Has a fabulous husband, 
Terry Meek, who cooks so 
she doesn’t have to

Skipped Canada 
at the 2010 Winter 
Olympics, winning 
the silver medal 

Born in Grande Prairie, 
AB, but has lived in 
Calgary since she  
was a year old

Besides her TSN job is the 
full-time CEO of Canada’s 
Sports Hall of Fame

Received a wedding proposal during  
a game at the 2010 Olympics

Started 
curling  
at the age  
of eight

Dream job would be 
working with dogs. 
Owns a 13-year-old 
Labradoodle named 
Hugo who is the boss

Oddest thing autographed
– a very large pair of  
      womens underwear

Horrible fear of flying.
Spends most of a turbulent flight 
as close to the floor as possible

Started riding horses at 
two and many years later 
competed in barrel racing

Started up her 
own insurance 
brokerage at 
the age of 23

An early riser 
who doesn’t 
usually make 
it past 9 p.m.

Watches every 
Olympics — 
Summer, Winter 
and Special

Despises watermelon or anything 
watermelon flavoured

Co-wrote Between the Sheets:  
Creating Curling Champions in 2005

Summer 
sport is golf
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Need a
rental?

enterprise.ca
BOOK NOW

FRIENDLY SERVICE, 
JUST A STONES-

THROW AWAY 

P R O U D LY  S E R V I N G  T H E 
C O M M U N I T Y  O F  M O O S E  J A W

All the best. 
 To the best.

isc.ca

http://enterprise.ca
http://yqr.ca
http://robertsonimplements.com
http://cokecanada.com


SATURDAY  

Tonight!

The Chevelles live Rock n’ Roll performances have been entertaining 

cities and communities across Canada for well over 18 years.  

Every show they create is aimed at making each party a night to 

remember, and filling the dance floor with universally appreciated hits 

from the dawning of Rock n’ Roll and each unique decade afterwards.
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 Fun& Games
Don’t miss out on  
AGI  COOL SHOTS —  
a free-to -play mini  
curling game in the  
HEARTSTOP Lounge —  
with a Daily $100 prize 
between draws!  
(That’s $200 EACH DAY) 

“WIN” YOUR WAY TO THE SUNDAY FINALS!  
$1000 GRAND CHAMPION – $500 RUNNER-UP

JOIN US FOR  MUSIC, GAMES, PRIZES, FOOD, & OF COURSE, EVERYONE’S FAVOURITE BEVERAGES

Join the Celebration @
CurlingDayinCanada.ca

OPEN DAILY @ 11:00 amFE
BR
UA
RY

 15
  to

 2
3

OFFICIAL SPONSOR:

MOOSE JAW 2020
Moose Jaw Ford Curling Centre
@HeartStopLounge

Taco-bout a great pairing…

Don’t forget 
  the  Food!
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Spotlight on:  SaskatchewanSaskatchewan
TWO RIVERS CURLING CLUB, NORTH BATTLEFORD

THIRD

Es
se

nt
ial

s AGE: 39 (June 20, 1980, Prince Albert, Sask.)
FAMILY: Husband Mike; daughter Kate (8) and son 
Eric (5)
OCCUPATION: Chartered professional accountant 
(Cameco)
LIVES: Saskatoon
YEARS CURLED: 28
DELIVERS: Right-handed

lawton
stefanie

SECOND

Es
se

nt
ial

s AGE: 31 (August 24, 1988, Edmonton)
FAMILY: Husband Derek
OCCUPATION: Manager (Olson Curling Inc.)
LIVES: Parkland County, Alta.
YEARS CURLED: 21
DELIVERS: Right-handed

hunkin
jessie 

LEAD

Es
se

nt
ial

s AGE: 31 (December 4, 1988, Saskatoon)
FAMILY: Husband Steven; son Kaden (3)
OCCUPATION: Sales Agronomist (Lake Country 
Co-op)
LIVES: Prince Albert
YEARS CURLED: 23
DELIVERS: Right-handed

thevenot
kara

What do you think about when you’re alone in your 
car?  Absolutely everything. That is my time to think. I 
think about curling, work, the next vacation we are going 
to take, money, my job, what course I am going to take 
next, what workout I want to do, where we are going to go 
hiking in the summer. Pretty much everything comes to 
mind in the car. 

What is the dumbest way you’ve been injured? With 
a barbell at the gym. Lets just say it wasn’t all bad. It led 
me to finding my husband at a wedding even though I had 
six stitches in my face. 

What scene from a movie scared you for life?  I abso-
lutely hate scary movies and refuse to watch them. 

What is your hometown best known for?  Their good 
curlers, especially Sandra Schmirler.

What’s your most impressive “go to” meal that you 
can cook? Not really impressive but one of my favourite 
meals is tacos. 

What do you work toward in your free time? Always 
looking to better myself. It’s usually going to the gym, 
exploring nature, or trying new activities. Taking courses 
for my profession or in things I am interested in.   

What’s the worst food you ever ate?  Silk worm and 
crickets in Vietnam 

What’s something weird that you recommend every-
one tries at least once? Sky diving. What a thrill and not 
as scary as one might think.

What’s your favourite kind of sandwich? Any kind 
with meat, veggies and pickles

What’s your favourite holiday? I love thanksgiving 
even though we are almost always curling that weekend. 

What is the most unusual fear you have? Suffocating, 
drowning, claustrophobia.

Where is the worst smelling place you’ve been? Ha-
noi Vietnam.

Q&AQ&A SKIP

Es
se

nt
ial

s

AGE: 32 (May 20, 1987, Biggar, Sask.)
FAMILY: Husband Chad Guidinger
OCCUPATION: Owner (Dazu Salon)
LIVES: North Battleford, Sask.
YEARS CURLED: 22
DELIVERS: Right-handed

silvernagle
robyn

ALTERNATE

stephanie schmidt

coach:
lesley

mcewan

SASKATCHEWAN AT THE SCOTTIES
Last five years:
2019: Robyn Silverngle (8-3)
2018: Sherry Anderson(2-5)
2017: Penny Barker (1-10)
2016: Jolene Campbell (6-5)
2015: Stefanie Lawton (8-3) Bronze
2014: Stefanie Lawton (8-3)
Last championship — Amber Holland (2011)
Canadian titles — 11
World titles — 3 (Sandra Schmirler in 1993, 1997; Marj 
Mitchell in 1980)

FACTS
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Notoriously Driven
• 306-693-4605  •  15 Chester Road •  Moose Jaw  •  www.murraygm.com

HURRY IN
FOR YOUR 
NEXT 
TRUCK

www.cimcorefrigeration.com

CIMCO Refrigeration 
welcomes all 

participants and fans 
to the...

Saskatchewan skip Robyn Silvernagle was thrilled to play at home.

It’s not easy being green
Disappointment? Naturally. 

Frustration? Couldn’t help but 
be.

Regrets, though? None whatsoever.
“I wouldn’t take anything back,’’ 

emphasized third Stephanie Lawton 
mid-afternoon Friday, the dream only 
freshly died.

“We gave what we possibly could. 
That was our goal coming into this: leave 
everything — absolutely everything— we 
had out there on the ice.

“We did that.”
Wearing provincial green in this 

neck of the woods is akin to being 
decked out in holy vestments, of 
course. From Estevan to Yorkton, from 
Humbolt to Weyburn, from Mosaic 
Place to the Twin Rivers Curling 
Club in North Battleford, home base 
of Saskatchewan’s 2020 Scotties 
Tournament of Hearts entry, the entire 
province rallies behind its own.

 “The crowds,’’ lauded Lawton, a 
six-timer representing Saskatchewan 
at the Scotties Tournament of 
Hearts,“have been nothing short of 
amazing. The people here love their 
curling. At an event like this, it’s so 
great that people across the country get 
to see just how much.

“I’m a bit biased, I’ll admit, 
but I don’t think anyone has better 
curling fans then we do here in 
Saskatchewan.”

The aim of becoming the first 
Saskatchewan foursome since Amber 
Holland’s Yorkton rep back in 2011 
to lay claim to the Scotties collapsed 
around skip Robyn Silvernagle and 
her team on the Championship Pool 
early draw Tuesday, via a 9-4 loss to 
Rachel Homan of Ontario. 

That dropped the hosts to 5-5 and 
out of contention.

By GEORGE JOHNSON
HeartChart Writer

Team Saskatchewan gave it their all but come up a bit short

http://murraygm.com
http://casinomoosejaw.com
http://cimcorefrigeration.com
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W h e r e  t i m e  a n d  s p a c e

c o m e  t o g e t h e r .

#ExploreSask

Exploring Cypress Hills Interprovincial Park

tourismsaskatchewan.com

Disappointment? “We struggled 
with the ice and Rachel’s team 
played really, really well,’’ adjudged 
Silvernagle. “They just didn’t give us a 
lot of missed opportunities.

“We’re happy that we made it to 
the championship round. We know we 
don’t have a chance of making it to 
playoffs now. But that’s okay. We’re 
excited to play tonight” — against also-
eliminated B.C. — “and we’ll fully 
enjoy the crowd and the experience.

“We learned a lot. Playing those 
types of games, winning some, losing 
some, we take away many things for 
our team and what we need to do to 
perform at our best.”

The expectations inherent with 
being the emotional favourite didn’t, 
Lawton stressed, become overbearing 
this week.

Quite the opposite, in fact.
“Playing in a Scotties at home … 

you couldn’t ask for more,’’ she said, 
summing up the week. 

“It’s amazing to see the volunteers, 
the fans, what goes on behind the 
scenes, how it all operates around here.

“Personally, I loved being the host 
team, being here representing our 
province in our province.

“Having so much support around 
you, behind you, is just phenomenal. 
Such a unique experience. Something 
you’ll never forget.”

Saskatchewan third Stefanie Lawton barks out the orders Friday in her team’s loss to Ontario.

http://tourismsaskatchewan.com
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Necklaces important to Einarson

Each time Kerri Einarson has stepped onto the 
ice of Mosaic Place this week she has done 
so with memories of tragedies in her life, but 

remembrances that give her strength and comfort.
The 32-year-old skip of Manitoba’s entry in this 

year’s Scotties Tournament of Hearts never curls 
without two necklaces that dangle close to her heart 
and remind her of her grandparents and brother, all 
of whom died tragically.

One necklace is a granite curling rock and the 
second holds pictures of her and her brother Kyle.

“The curling rock, when my grandmother went 
to watch my uncle (Greg McAulay) at the 2000 
worlds, she won it in an auction prize. When she 
and my grandpa died, it passed down to me. They 
passed tragically in a head-on car accident.”

Her grandmother let her wear the necklace for 
all her big bonspiels and “every time I would have 
to give it back to her and eventually she said you can 
just keep it, so I had it (when her grandparents died).

“The other one my mom bought for me when 

my brother passed away in a snowmobile accident 
at the age of 20. It has a picture of my brother and I 
when we were young, and he and I at grad, the year 
before he died.

“I like to feel like they’re with me and they give 
me energy as well,” she says. “If I don’t have them I 
feel nervous. Oh no, I don’t have them.”

And she will turn to them to find strength and 
comfort in pressure situations.

“I do. I’ll hold them. When there’s a shot that 
comes down to the wire, I always grab them.”

She also wears a set of curling angel rocks 
on her jersey, tiny reminders that her brother and 
grandparents are always watching over her.

Kerri Einarson wears two family necklaces.

By JOHN KOROBANIK
HeartChart Associate Editor

Close to her heartClose to her heart
“If I don’t have them 

I feel nervous. Oh 
no, I don’t have 

them.” 
 — Kerri Einarson

N. Ontario

http://curling.ca/2020scotties/fan-zone/
https://www.discovermoosejaw.com
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*Ask server for details. Don’t hurry too hard. Enjoy responsibly.
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Manitoba

1-2, 3-4 games Semifinal Final

Wild Card

Ontario

Today
1 p.m.

Today
6 p.m.

Sunday
11 a.m.

Sunday
6 p.m.

Guide to the playoffs
(WOMEN SKIPS)150 — Jennifer Jones, Manitoba/Canada140 — Colleen Jones, Nova Scotia/Canada74 —Connie Laliberte, Manitoba/Canada68 — Kelly Scott, British Columbia/Canada66 — Sue Anne Bartlett, Newfoundland/Labrador61 — Michelle Englot, Saskatchewan/Mani-toba/Canada

57 — Cathy King, Alberta/Canada
57 — Sandra Schmirler, Saskatchewan/Canada63 — Rachel Homan, Ontario/Canada58 — Krista McCarville, Northern Ontario56 —Suzanne Birt, Prince Edward Island 54 — Heather Strong, Newfoundland/Labrador

ALL-TIME WINSALL-TIME WINS
AT SCOTTIESAT SCOTTIES

N. Ontario

http://original16.com
https://www.moosejaw.minutemanpress.ca
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DEEPLY ROOTED 
Our commitment to 
Saskatchewan runs deep. 
Through ongoing employment, 
local business partnerships 
and community investment, 
we’ll make sure opportunity 
continues to take root in our 
province for generations to 
come. 

LINESCORESLINESCORES
CHAMPIONSHIP POOL

Draw 18
2:30 a.m.

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  Total 
Manitoba (Einarson) 0 2 0 1 0 2 0 2 x x  —   7
Wild Card (Jones)  *4 0 4 0 1 0 3 0 x x  —    12

B.C. (Brown) *0 2 0 2 0 0 1 4 x x  —    9
Canada (Carey) 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 x x  —    2

PEI (Birt) *0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 2  —    5
N. Ontario (McCarville) 0 0 1 0 2 0 1 0 2 0  —    6

Sask. (Silvernagle) *1 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 x x  —    4
Ontario (Homan) 0 2 3 1 1 0 2 0 x x  —    9

Draw 19
7:30 p.m.

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  Total 
B.C. (Brown) 0 0 1 1 0 0 3 0 1 0  —    6
Sask. (Silvernagle)  0 3 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 1  —    7

N. Ontario (McCarville) 2 0 2 1 2 0 3 0 1 x  —    11
Wild Card (Jones) 0 2 0 0 0 3 0 1 0 x  —    6

Ontario (Homan) 0 2 0 1 0 2 0 0 1 0  —    6
Manitoba (Einarson) 3 0 3 0 1 0 0 1 0 1  —    9
1
Canada (Carey) 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1  —    5
PEI (Birt) 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0  —    3

SCHEDULESCHEDULE
TODAY
1 p.m. 

3-4 Game
Ontario (Homan) vs. Northern Ontario (McCarville)

6 p.m.
1-2 Game

Manitoba (Einarson) vs. Wild Card (Jones)

STANDINGSSTANDINGS
C H A M P I O N S H I P  P O O L

 W L
1.  Man i toba (E inarson)  9  2
2 .  W i l d  C a r d  ( J o n e s )  9  2 
3 .  O n t a r i o  ( H o m a n )  9  2
4. N. Ontario (McCarvil le) 8  3
S a s k .  ( S i l v e r n a g l e )  6  5
B . C .  ( B r o w n )  5  6
P E I  ( B i r t )  5  6
C a n a d a  ( C a r e y )  4  6
*  —  P l a y o f f s

SCOTTIES SCOREBOARDSCOTTIES SCOREBOARD

Ontario’s Rachel Homan split her two games 
Friday, but had to settle for third place.

http://ks-potashcanada.com
https://pharmasave.com/store/pharmasave-moose-jaw/
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when you buy a lottery ticket, 

you help saskatchewan lotteries 

fund over 12,000 sport, culture, 

recreation and community groups. 

That makes life better for people 

across saskatchewan, and that’s 

something to cheer about!

www.sasklotteries.
ca

everyone
wins!

I remember, vividly, attending my first 
Scotties as a spectator in 2009 to watch 
Stefanie Lawton and Jennifer Jones 

compete in the playoffs. I was fourteen years 
old, in my first year of competitive junior 
curling, and completely starstruck. 

Eleven years later, I arrived in Moose Jaw 
this week to throw second stones for Team 
Yukon. I shook hands with my heroes and, 
every time I stepped into the hack, repeated 
my mantra: “One rock at a time. Calm foot.”

That meant keeping my focus narrow, and 
not driving my slider foot out of the hack too 
quickly. Stepping onto the Scotties stage is an 
emotional experience, and an important part 
of the game is channelling those emotions 
appropriately. As a rookie, I was determined 
nerves wouldn’t best me. I would play every 
game with a calm mind, and a calm foot.

It was an incredible experience to share the 
ice this week with so many passionate athletes. 
The love and devotion to the sport is tangible 
on the ice and in the stands. The ice was quick 
and consistent, and I want to give thanks to the 
crew of ice technicians who curated it to such 
a high level. 

I also want to give thanks to the amazing army 
of volunteers, who were enthusiastic and kind. 
They made this event a joy to participate in.

Playing for a northern team provides an 
experience that is unique to the majority. The 
isolation of the Yukon challenged us to prepare 
for the Scotties within our bubble. We are 
indebted to the tight-knit Whitehorse curling 
community for the support they provided 
us this season. Kimberly Tuor and I were 
stepping onto the national stage for the first 
time, while our veteran teammates, Hailey 
Birnie and Chelsea Duncan, have appeared at 
the Scotties multiple times between them. 

Even though we weren’t able to pull off a 
win, each of my teammates made great shots 
and we played close ends. We found ourselves 
on the wrong side of the inch a few times, 
moving us to prioritize communication as the 
week progressed. We got a little better every 
game and I’m proud of my teammates, who 
brought their whole hearts to every single 
end. Our coach, Lindsay Moldowan, was an 
incredible guide and source of support, and we 
are leaving this event better curlers thanks to 
her. I feel incredibly blessed to play on this 

team of strong, kind and passionate women, 
who were a constant source of inspiration to 
me this week.

Playing my first Scotties in Moose Jaw was 
a particularly special experience, as I come 
from Saskatchewan curling roots.

In the 1970’s, my grandfather, Joe Plonka, 
curled in Moose Jaw twice a week with his 
coworkers from the credit union. I grew up 
hearing about Grandpa Joe playing legends 
like Ed Lukowich and Paul Gowsell. My 
grandpa passed away in 2018, and I met a few 
volunteers this week who remembered him, 
and I treasured hearing those stories.

My dad, John Plonka, started curling in 
Chaplin in 1976— the year the town couldn’t 
field a hockey team, but got artificial ice in the 
two-sheet curling rink. Nearly three decades 
later, he strapped his six-year-old daughter 
into white shoes and a bicycle helmet and sent 
her onto the ice for the first time. I have, like 
the generations preceding me, spent most of 
my life at the curling club.

When I was 16, I lost a qualifying game at the 
B.C. juvenile provincials, and Grandpa Joe found 
me tearing up in the parking lot after the game. 

“What, do you think this is the hardest game 
you’ll ever lose?” He asked. “You’ll lose way 
worse games than this one!”

He was right, of course. This week, our team 
suffered some tough losses that reminded me 
of Grandpa Joe’s tough love. Taking losses 
in stride is an important aspect of the sport. 
There are always more games to play.

Many of us in the Scotties arena come 
from a long line of curlers. We play not only 
for ourselves, but for the generations before 
us, who spent countless hours on the ice as 
players, coaches and our biggest fans. We owe 
everything to them. 

Calm foot, joyous heart 
Scotties
rookie Plonka
gives thanks
for special
experience

Gabrielle Plonka is 
a reporter with the 
Whitehorse Star who 
played second for 
Team Yukon  this week 
at the Scotties. Today 
she shares her feelings 
about her first
experience as a player 
at the Scotties.

By GABRIELLE PLONKA
HeartChart Contributor

http://sasklotteries.ca
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Spotlight on:  Wild CardWild Card
ST. VITAL CURLING CLUB, WINNIPEG

THIRD

Es
se

nt
ial

s AGE: 31 (December 16, 1988, Winnipeg)
FAMILY: Partner Stephan Vigier
OCCUPATION: Ambassador (Goldline Curling Sup-
plies)
LIVES: Winnipeg
YEARS CURLED: 26
DELIVERS: Right-handed

lawes
kaitlyn

SECOND

Es
se

nt
ial

s AGE: 26 (September 23, 1993, Red Deer, Alta.) 
FAMILY: Partner Brett Gallant
OCCUPATION: Kinesiologist
LIVES: Winnipeg
YEARS CURLED: 21
DELIVERS: Right-handed

peterman
jocelyn 

LEAD

Es
se

nt
ial

s AGE: 39 (July 3, 1980, Ottawa)
FAMILY: Husband Mike; daughter Vienna (4)
OCCUPATION: Case officer (Government of 
Canada)
LIVES: Winnipeg
YEARS CURLED: 32
DELIVERS: Right-handed

mcewen
dawn

SKIP

ALTERNATE

none

coach:
viktor
kjell

WILD CARD AT THE SCOTTIES
Last five years:
2019: Casey Scheidegger (7-4)
2018: Kerri Einarson (9-2, Silver)
Because this is the third year of a Wild Card at the
Scotties Tournament of Hearts, there are no other
records.

FACTS

Es
se

nt
ial

s

AGE: 45 (July 7, 1974, Winnipeg)
FAMILY: Husband Brent Laing; daughters Isabella 
(7), Skyla (3)
OCCUPATION: Motivational speaker/lawyer 
LIVES: Shanty Bay, Ont.
YEARS CURLED: 34
DELIVERS: Right-handed

jones
jennifer
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PROUD TO SUPPORT 

M�se Jaw’s S�rce f� News

MOOSEJAWEXPRESS.COM | 32 Manitoba St W, Moose Jaw, SK 
sales@mjvexpress.com | 306-694-1322 

CHECK OUT MORE GREAT PRODUCTS:
PEOPLE’S CHOICE

don’t miss the 
  

during the 6:00 pm draw on 
February 22

Every dollar takes us  
one step closer to saving  

another baby’s life.

Or Text: sandra to 45678

to Donate $10
(All donations will be charged to your phone bill.)

Come cheer 
on our young 

curlers. 

hitdrawtap.ca

Shootout immediately following the Scotties Tournament

of Hearts semi	nal game Sunday, Feb. 23. 

curlers. 

Shootout immediately following the Scotties Tournament

Shootout immediately following the Scotties Tournament

of Hearts semi	nal game Sunday, Feb. 23. 

of Hearts semi	nal game Sunday, Feb. 23. 

http://pattisonoutdoor.com
http://moosejawexpress.com
http://sandraschmirler.org
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Team Canada’s Sarah 
Wilkes (right) and Rachel 
Brown keep their heads up 
and eyes focused as they 
brush Dana Ferguson’s 
delivery to the house
Friday. The Canadians 
were eliminated from
further play after losing in 
the afternoon draw.

http://CTVNewsRegina.ca

